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„ 
EXAMINATION 
= OF Xa 
B O O 
; printed by the 


UA K ER 8. 


INTITULE D, 


A Brief Account, c. ſo far as the CL ERGV 
of the Dioceſe of LoNDON are e concerned 


in it. 


— a C 


THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


| HILE the Affair of the Qu A- 
V V K ERS BILL Was in Agitation 
the laſt Winter, ſeveral Papers 

were printed and publiſhed an the Occaſion. 
One of thoſe on the Part of the CL ERG, 


explained the Nature and Tendency of the 


Az == 


Bill, as follows: 4 


2 

— — — 

— —— —⅛]—Ä—— ———————— — 8 
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(43 
© Tn the Parliament of the 7th and 8th 


« of Will, 3. there was an Act paſs d, for the 
& Recovery of T:thes and Church-Rates, not 


« exceeding the Value of Ten Pounds, due 


© from Qu AK ERS who ſhall refuſe to 
% pay the ſame. Which Act was, in the 
e firſt Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, ex- 
& tended to all cuſtomary or other Rights, 
« Dues, or Payments, belonging to any 
« Church or Chapel. | 


« Theſe Acts, which are now in Force, 
« provide a /ummary Method of recovering 
« Tithes, Church-Rates, &c. due from 
c Duakers, i. e. by Warrant from the two 
« * next Juſtices of the Peace, with an Ap- 
ce peal from their Judgment to the Quarter- 
« Seſſions; but the Acts leave the Clergy 
© and Lay-Impropriators wholly at Liberty, 
* either to take that ſummary Method, or 


— 


* Tt is obſervable, that whereas in the ſame Seſſion of 
Parliament, a general Law was made for the more eaſy Re- 
cowery of ſmall Tithes, not exceeding the yearly Value of 
40 5; the firſt Complaint of the Clergy, as therein directed, 
is to tabo or more of his Majeſty's Fuffices of Peace within that 
County, Riding, City, Town Corporate, Place or Diwiſion, 
ewhere the ſame ſhall become duc; In this Act, which re- 
lates ſingly to the Qzalers, the Complaint of the Clergyman 
is confined to the Two NEXT Juſtices of the Peace of the 


ſame County. ſuch 
© . 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


40 


5 


(c 


(5) : 


« ſuch other legal and ordinary Methods, as 


the Laws of the Land have directed. 


« Under this Benefit of chu/ing the Me- 
thod which was lik'd beſt, the Biſhops 
and Clergy of thoſe Times could have no 
Objection againſt the two foremention'd 
Acts; becauſe, if in any Caſe the Clergy 
ſhould find Reaſon to ſuſpect Prejudices or 
Influences in the ſummary Way, they 


were left at full Liberty to proſecute their 


Right in the other Ways. But as the De- 
ſign of the Bill now depending in-Parlia- 


ment, is to deprive the Clergy of that Li- 


berty, and to confine them, abſolutely, to 


the new Methods of Recovery firit created 
by thoſe Acts, they have Reaſon to ap- 


« prehend great Inconveniencies from it. 


ge 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
«4 


cc 


« The Quakers are known to be a People, 


who have a Sort of National Government 
among themſelves. They have their ſtated 


Meetings within particular Diſtricts in the 


Country; and, in London, a yearly Meet- 
ing of Deputies or Repreſentatives from 


all Parts of the Kingdom, to treat of the 


general Concerns of the Body; and a 


Committee of particular Perſons reſiding 


in or near London, to maintain a conſtant 
Correſpondence with their Brethren all 
over the Kingdom, This united Strength, 

- : * and 
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* and the Power they are known to have to 
direct the Application of it to ſuch Perſons 
ce and Purpoſes as they think fit, gives them 
« great {fluence in Counties and Boroughs. 


e By the foremention'd Acts, the Tithes 
are ſuppoſed to be carried away; for, 
* according to the Principles of the 
% Puakers, Tithes may no more be /et our, 
e than paid. And as there may be a Latitude 
& in fixing the true Value of the Tithes 
« when carried away, fo the Clergy may 
«© have good Reaſon to conſider, in particular 
<« Caſes and Circumſtances, that ſuch a La- 
ce titude is leaſt likely to be taken, by Judges 
« who have ſtated Rules of Proceeding ; and 
* who are not only ſworn to do right, but to 
e whom alſo the Parties are equally unknown 
« and unſerviceable. For which Reaſon, it is 
« ſpecially provided by Act of Farliament 
« (33 H. g. c. 24.) That no Juſtice ſhall be 
« Juſtice of Aſſize, in the County where he 
« was born or doth inhabit; and this, not 
« from any Suſpicion of his Integrity, but 
« leſt his Judgmeni itſelf ſhould be biaſs d. 


« As the Laws ſtand at preſent, ſeveral of 
« the Quakers, knowing that it is in the 
«« Power of the Incumbent to proſecute them 
& in the Exchequer or Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
e. find Ways of fatisfying him, by them: 


« ſelves 
% | * 4 


1 

« ſelves or their Friends, in ſome other Shapes 
than a direct Payment of Tythe. But this 
« js not to be expected, if the worſt they 
« have to fear, is the paying the hare Value 
of the Tythe, according to the Eſtimate 
to be made of it by the Juſtices at the 
« Quarter-Seſnons, with ſuch Cofts as to them 
« ſhall ſeem juſt and reaſonable. 


The Qu AE ERS on their Parts, to in- 
duce the Legiflature to take from the Clergy 
the legal Remedies which the fcremen- 
tion'd Acts leave them at full Liberty to 
purſue, repreſented their Caſe in a printed 
Paper, as follows: 


« 'Theſe Acts, [meaning the Acts before- 
« mention'd * and referr'd to] 'tis humbly 
« conceived, were intended not only for 
« the Eaſe of the Proſecutor, but alſo to 
« prevent Oppreſſive and Ruinous Proſecu- 
1 „ 1 


«© Notwithſtanding which, there have 
© been Proſecuted in the Exchequer, Eccle- 
te faftical, and other Courts, in England and 
« Wales, for Demands recoverable by the 
« ſaid Acts, above Eleven hundred of the 
People called Quakers, of whom near 


. Pag. 4. _ 
« Three 


cc 


cc 


Three Hundred were committed to Pri- 
ſon, and ſeveral of them died Priſoners. 


- © Theſe Proſecutions, though frequently 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


E 


6c 


commenced for trivial Sums, from Four 
Pence to Five Shillings, and great Part of 
them for Sums not exceeding Forty Shil- 
lings, have been attended with ſuch heavy 
Coſts, and rigorous Executions, that 
about Eight hundred Pounds has been 
taken from Ten of them, where the Ori- 
ginal Demands did not amount to Fifteen 
Pounds. | | | 


Upon this Repreſentation of the Qualers, 


Remarks were then made on Behalf of the 
CLERGY, in the Words following : 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


- "Me 


cc* 
cc 
as to ſuch of them as have been really at 


e 
cc 


cc 


“ Theſe Suggeſtions, as they are laid, 
will be generally underſtood as a Re- 
proach upon the Clergy. Whereas, many 
of the Proſecutions may have been by 


 Lay-Imprepriators, and many others for 


Church-rates at the Suit of Church-wer- 
dens; ſuch Rates being made recoverable 
before the Juſtices, as well as Tithes; 
and the Quakers, in their Paper as above, 
do not fay, Demands. of Tithes, but De- 
mands recoverable by the ſaid Affs, And 


the Suit of the Clergy; it is by no Means 


probable that many are to be —_ 
| 5 : « that 


i 

by that Body, who will chuſe a long and ex- 
enfive Method for the Recovery of their 

Rights, if they think they may be re- 

* 5 in a ſhorter ang lefs n 

W | 


RgRut ſuppoſe the Numbers of ſuch Pro- 


10 ſecutions, which have been carried on 


« ſince the paſſing of thoſe Acts, to be 
« truly ſtated by the Qua ters, and that all 
ce the Demands. were ſuch as might have 
« been recover d by thoſe Acts (for both 
which Facts, we have only their own 

Word, ] yet no Judgment can be made, 
e whether the Motives, upon which either 
ce the Clergy or Eay-Impropriators declin'd 


one Method and choſe the other, were 


te reaſonable or unreaſonable, unleſs the 
« Circumflances of the particular Caſes were 


 _©« known; which cannot fo much as be 


« enquir di into, till the Quakers give a par- 
& ticular Specification of the * age 
7 ent, Places, and Trmes. . 


The ſuppoſing that the more villas and 
«© expenſive Method has been, and will be, 
* made Choice of out of DILwill, or a vexa- 
<« tous and oppreſſive Spirit, is a heavy Impu- 
e tation; and it is no more than common Ju- 

* ſtice, that the Clergy ſhould have anOppor- 
= tunity to vindicate themſelves from ſo foula 
ws B 7 cc Charge. 


E Charge. And ſince the Fitneſs of paſſing 


( 10 


* ſuch a Bill as is now deſired, depends not 


<« upon the Numbers of ſuch Proſecutions, 


* but reſts wholly upon the Suppoſition. 


« that they have been begun and carried on 
« upon ſuch undue Motives; it is to be 


* hop'd, that the Legiflature will not de- 


e prive the Clergy of any Remedy which 
© the Laws of the Land have given them, 


cc upon a bare Surmiſe of the Quakers, 


c without any ſuch Specification of Facts, 


« ag might give an Opportunity to enquire, 


ce jn the ſeveral Dioceſes, into the Truth of 


them, and into the Circumſtances of thoſe 


« Suits and Inpriſonments, which are made 
< the Subject Matter of Complaint. | 


The 2xafers, to juſtify the Attempt they 


made the laſt Winter, and, as is generally 
ſuppos'd, to prepare the Way for another 


/ 


Application to Parliament, have now pub- 


liſh'd and diſtributed to the Members of 
both Houſes, a printed Book, entitled, A 


Brief Account of many of the Proſecutions of 


Zhe People calld Quakers, in the Exchequer, 


Eccliſiaſtical, and other Courts, for Demands 


Recoverable by the Acts made in the 7th and 


8th Nears of the Reign of King William the 
Wird, for the more eaſy Recovery of Tithes, 


.Church-Rates, &c, 


(mn) 


— — 


— 


N ee | 

Some general Remarks upon the Quakers Brief 
Account, /o far ds the Clergy of the Dio- 
ceſe of LonDoON are concerned, 


I. . HE Proſecutions ſpecified and 

complained of in the Dioceſe of 
_ London, within the Compaſs 
of 40 Vears laſt paſt, are 105. But of this 
Number, the much greater Part were Pro- 
ſecutions brought by LAYMEN, vig. 
26 by Lay-Impropriators, 16 by Tythe- 
Farmers, 14 by Church-Wardens for Pa- 
riſh-Rates, 4 by the * Executors or Admini- 
ſtrators of Incumbents deceas'd, 2 by Pariſh 
Clarks for their Dues; alſo 2 by + Incum- 
bents of another Dioceſe. By thoſe Deductions, 
the proſecutions of the Clergy have. been at- 

moſt but 41 in the Compaſs of 40 Vears; and 
| yet againſt the Clergy chiefly, if not wholly, 
has been levelled the Suggeſtion of 1d Will, 
Vexation and Oppreſſion, in chuſing the 
moſt tedious and expenſive Methods of reco- 
vering their Dues, when the Law had provi- 
ded a Method more ſhort and eaſy, And the 
Number of Clergymen, ſuppoſed to be of 


* The Qualers Act, 7, & 8 W. 3. gives no Remedy be- 
fore the Jus ricks, but only to Parſons, Vicars, Farmers or 
Proprietors of Tythes. | „ 

+ Their Book calls them Parſans of Winkfield, and Clare. 

B 2 ſuch 


— 8 —— — . ————_—_ 
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lake the Expedients u 


if) 


”- | (12) 3 
ſuch uncharitable, vexatious, and oppreſſive 
Tempers within the foreſaid Compaſs of 40 
Years, is further leflen'd. in the Dioceſe of 


| London, in that 18 of the 41 Proſecutions, 


were brought only by ſeven Clergymen ; 
which reduces the Number to 30. 


2. The Reader will bear in Mind, what 
has been already hinted, that by the 7th and 
8th of William III. the Juſtices of Peace had 
no Power given them to determine upon any 


Sum above 10- Pounds, nor in any Cauſe 


where the Title to the Tythe ſhould be in 
Queſtion. And in.Relation to thoſe two 
Articles, it is proper to inform him, 1. That 


in the Account of the 41 Proſecutions by the 


Clergy of the Dioceſe of London, no Notice 


at all is taken by the Quakers, of the Sums 


for which they were brought, in five and 


twenty of the Inſtances: But three appear, by 


their own Account, to have been for Sums * 
exceeding 10 Pounds. 2, That as to the other 
9933 any 5 Circum- 


2 
2 > mm _ — __ 


— —— "— * 


3 Pag. 47. Mr. Wendy's Demand upon Foſeph Smith of | 


Stebbing, was 114. 17s, for four Years Tythe. 

Pag. 58. Dr. Rumney's Demand upon Henry Stephens of St. 
Albans, was for ſmall Tythes for ſeven Vears, at 4 J. per 
Pag. 84 Dr. Millington's Demand upon Richard Kirton of 

Kenfengion was 51. per Ann. for 10 Years Tythes. _ 

f it be asked, Why did not thoſe Clergymen apply to. the 
Juſtices-before the Sums aroſe to more than 10 / ? this may be 
anſwered by other Queſtions, Why. did not thoſe Quakers 

ſuat among their Brethren, to ſatisfy the 


Debt 


Ee 
Circumſtance, Whether or no the Thing in 
Queſtion, was the Title to the Tythes, or bare- 
ly the Non-Payment ; they are generally Si- 


lent. It may, however, be gathered from their 


own Accounts, that in * ſome of their Inſtan- 
ces, the Title muſt have been the Thing 


- 
_ 1 — 


— nmr... .. — — 


Debt before it aroſe beyond that Sum, to which they knew, 
the Relief before the Juſtices is limited by the AQ? Why 
muſt the Patience and Forbearance of the Clergy, Year after 


' Year, in Hopes that the Quakers may be brought to Reaſon, 
deprive them of the only Remedy which err Obſtinaey has 


left? and, Who can ſuppoſe, that this was done on Purpoſe 
to juſtify the carrying the Cauſe into the Exchequer, in order 
to puniſh the Quaker; when it was in the Power of the 
Clergy man, if he had been malicioufly diſpoſed, to have made 
the Debt of every fingle Year, a diſfiin# Cauſe in tbat Court? 
* Pag. 42. Their Defence of Robert Havens of All. Saints, 
Colchefler, againſt Mr. Hickerimghill's Proſecution , is, 
That the ſaid Nobert occupied no Grounds, except 
«© a Garden, having in it two or three Trees, and a few 
Gooſeberries and Currants, | | 
Pag. 78. They ſet forth, © That Michael Trepaſs, Richard 
6 Brecket, and Nicholas Witchel, of thePariſh called Sz. Giles's 
« Cripplegate, (and 115 others, vor QUAKERs) were ſubpce- 
ned into the Zxchequer, at the Suit of Thomas Benett, Vi- 
6 car of the ſaid Pariſh.” They ſay further, That Trepajs, 
t Brocket and Mitchel, were proſecuted on a Claim of 25. 94. 
in the Pound for Tythes, according to the yearly Rent of 
„their reſpective Houſes, by Virtue of the Statute and De- 
* cree of 37 Hen. VIII. though it did not appear, that ſuch 
“ Demand was EVER MADE by any former Vicar of the 
« ſaid Pariſh.” | | | 
Fag. 81. Upon the Proſecution of William Fackſen and 
others, by John Wright, Vicar of Stepney, in the Court of 
Exchequer, for ſmall Tythes; their Obſervation is, That 
the ſaid Vicar made Claim upon Gardens, Orchards, 
-* Calves, Lambs, Wool and Milk, in his Bill of Complaint. 
“ Whereas it is known, that the Perſons aforeſaid, being 


** moſt of them Inhabitants in and ngar Sp7rt/efields, (and one 


of them in Rateliff,) their Places of Habitation allow _ | 


—— 


/ 


(14) 
in Queſtion. But however the Facts were, 
it is a ſtrange Omiſſion, not to have been 
expreſs and particular throughout, in thoſe, 
two Circumſtances which were ſo neceſſary 
to ſupport the Charge of zl Will, and Vexa- 
tion on the Part of the Clergy, in ſeeking 
Relief from the publitk Courts, rather than 
from the Juſtices of Peace; and a ſtrange 
Supineneſs, to fay no worſe, to ſuffer In- 
ſtances to be brought into their Number, 
which appear by their own Accounts, not 
to be finally determinable by the Juſtices. 


3. Where the Sum was /mall, for which 
the Proſecution was commenc'd, they have 
been very careful to ſpecify that, together 
with the large Expences of the Suit; in E- 
vidence of the Vexatiouſugſꝭ of the Proſecutor. 
Whereas nothing is more common, than a 
Suit for a ſmall Sum due from ſome one Per- 


ſon, on the Iſſue of which a great Sum, due 
| from 


© the keeping ſuch Things, they not uſing Lands; ſome of 
them being mean Shop-keepers, and others, ſuch as la- 
«© boured honeſtly for their own and Family's Subſiſtance; 
e therefore not capable of being ſtocked or poſſeſſed with 
« ſuch Goods, as were mentioned in the Bill.” 

Pag. 83. They ſet forth, that Abrabam Fohnſon, and ſe- 
veral others, were proſecuted in the Exchequer for a PRE- 
TENDED Claim of Tythes and Eafter Offerings, at the Suit of 
Fobn Wright, Vicar of Stepney; and fo, pag. 77, with re- 
gard to Dr. Blomer's demand of Dues; an Expreſſion, which 
being not uſed by them on other Occaſions where the Nor- 
Payment was the Point in Queſtion, ſeems to imply, that 
here the Title was the Point in Queſtion. 


(15) 
from many others, may depend; whether it 
be a Trial of the Title, if that be in que- 
ſtion; or for an Example to others who are 
in the ſame C aſe, if it be only an ohtinate 
with-holding of the Thing ſued for. 


4. It muſt be further obſerved, that they 
have carried their Accounts 40 Years back- 
ward; and though we ſuppoſe a/l the In- 
ſtances to have been ſuch as in their Nature 
were determinable by the Juſtices, yet the 
Circumſtances with which they were at- 
tended, cannot xow be known. There 
might be Perverſeneſs and Provocation 
on the Part of the Quakers, and Dif- 
ficulty in obtaining Warrants from the 
next Juſtices, to whom the Complaint was 
confined ; and reaſonable Grounds of Suſpi- 
cion, that the Proceedings in one Way would 
not be altogether ſo free from Prejudice and 
Partiality, as in the other. There was alſo 
a greater Difficulty in aſcertaining the Qn. 
tity and Value of the Tythes ſubſtracted, 
when the Party ſubſtracting was not to be up- 
on his Oath; than in the Exchequer, or Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Courts, where the Accounts were to 
be delivered-in upon Oath, or upon a /olemn 
| Affirmation, which is indulged them as pro- 
feſſing it to be equally binding. It was, with- 
out Doubt, with an Eye to theſe and the 
like Difficulties which the Clergy night _ 

. wit 


(16) 

with in the ſhorter Way, that the Act left 
them at Liberty to proceed in the eſtabliſſ d 
Courts, if they ſaw Cauſe; juſtly preſuming, 
that they would not involve themſelves, or 
their Neighbours,. in Jong and expenſive 
Suits, <07Zhout Cauſe. And the enſuing Ex- 
amination will ſhow, that their Inſtances of 
an undue Uſe of that Liberty, ſo far as they 
concern the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Lon- 
don, are by no means ſuch, as are like to in- 
duce the Legiflature to deprive them of it. 


There is one Thing more, which is 
proper to be taken Notice of, in Behalf of 
the Clergy ; and it is this. In the 7th and 
8th of William III. (the fame Seſſion, in 
which the Bill paſſed for the Quakers in 
particular,) it has been * already obſerved, 
that another was paſted for the more caſy 
Recovery of ſmall Tytbes and Offerings not 
exceeding 40 s. from all Perſons in General. 
In this laſt, there is a Proviſo, That the Ju- 
ſtices thall have no Power to hear and de- 
termine, by Virtue of that Act, wnleſs the 
Complaint fhall be made within the Space of 
twoYears, next after the Trme that the Tythes 
end Qblations did become due. And h 
in the other Act relating to the Quakers 7: 
particular, there is no ſuch limiting Clauſe, 
yet there has been a Miſtake, which might 


_ See Note, in in Pag. 4: 


8 . r 8 r — * ** Monet 
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eaſily happen among ſuch of che Clergy as 
had no Opportunity to ſee and compare 
the two Acts, vg. the applying the Li- 
mitation of two Years to their Act allo; 
and an Opinion thereupon, that after tlie 
Clergyman had waited beyond that Time, 
in Hopes of receiving what was due without 
Trouble, he had no Remedy before the Ju- 
ſtices; and ſo was under a Neceſſity, if tlie 
Quaker perſever'd in his Refuſal, to carry 


him into the Exchequer, or Ecelefaſtixal 


Court. This was the Caſe in * one Inſtance, 
within the Compaſs of thoſe Enquiries 3 and 
may frovany ee been the Caſe 1 in * others. 


n — 


. E © Ta II. | 
The particular Anfivers of the Clergy of the 


Dioceſe , London, Now LIVING, 70 
the ſeveral Charges of the Qualers. 
F the Incumbents complained of 
within the Dioceſe of London, only 
ue are now living; whoſe Accounts, in 
anſwer to the ſeveral Charges of the Ve 
KLers, follow in their Order. 


The D 8 Ge 


1 44. — 1719. © Robert Leue Joan 
« Forſter, and William Giver, all of Steb- 
bing, were proſecuted in the Exchequer 


Ses aſterward , the Anſwer of the] acumbent of Bedfont, 5p. 27 


7 See afterwards, the Anſwer of the preſent — 
of Hendon, p. 56. WG W 
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ce at the Suit of Titus W, endy, Vicar. === The 
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Parſon's Demand on Levitt, was for one 


« Year's Tithe 2 J. 16s. 6 d. 'His Demand 


on Foſter, was firſt 13s. 6d. and in a 
few Days after 1/7. 15. for a Marriage- 
Fee; for which he alſo proſecuted him 
at Common Law, and afterwards in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court, till the Charges in 

all came to Ten Pounds five Shillings. 


Pag. 45. — 1721. % David Chapman, Ri- 


chard Chapman, David Chapman, jun. 
and James Rawlins, were proſecuted in 
the Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit of 
Titus Wendy, Vicar of Stebbing. -— Da- 
vid Chapman and James Rawlins were 
impriſon'd in Chelmsford Gaol, and Rau- 
lins continued there 29 Weeks. The 
Decree of the Court againſt David Chap- 
man, for his Tythes for the Year 1721, 
was as follows, —- Hops, 1 36 


Apples, 1 5. Peaſe and Beans, 75. 1 9. 


Parſnips and Carrats, 1 d. Calves, A . 
Milk, II. 15. Wool, 15. 8 4 Pigs, 2 5 
6 4. Eggs, 3 d. Agiſtment, 1 5. 64 5 
Lambs 148. Eaſter-Offerings, 15. — In 


all, - - - - - - - 40. 17s. 34 19. 


Charges of the Wende 291. 85. 0 


cf And the Decree on Rawlins, was ag 


2 


eans 


(19 * 
« Beans in Orchard, 4 d. Pigs, 2 5. 6 d. A- 
1 for a Saddle-Horſe, Is. 64. 
aſter-Offerings, 64, 
. 3 08 64. 5 
M Charges of the Proſecution 24 J. 95. 


Pag. 47.-- 1735. Jobn Faſper, Robert Le- 
4 ditt, and Foſeph Smith, were proſecuted 
in the Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit 
« of Titus Windey, Vicar of Stebbing. — 
© The Parſon's Demands were; on Jaſper 
« for four Years Tythe 6 J. 6 5. On Levitt 
* for four Years Tythe, 11 J. 17 s. On Smith 

e for theee Years Tythes, "BY 7 ks 


The Incompment's Anfoer..- 
The three following Reaſons induced me 
in the Year * 1721. to file a Bill againſt four 
2yakers (two of which immediately com- 
ply d) in the Uarhequer. 


mm Firſt Reaſon. 
The Juſtices ref d to aff, faying, They 
would n be he every Near with ſuch 
Complaints: So that then I had no other 
Remedy, but to apply to the Honourable 
Court of Exchequer. It was not Matter of 
_ Choice, but Neceſſity, that forced me to that 
TI HR I would give up oy gy 


* The Gn in 1719 is ſpoken- to afterwards, p. 22» 
C2 | and 


. 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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the ny: and Di of their Tythes, 


(20) 


and loſe my juſt Dues. It was, by their 
Obſtinacy and Management, fix Years in the 


Exchequer, before T could obtain a Decree. 
During that Time, one of them ſold his 
Eſtate, and made over all that he had, on 
purpoſe, as he boaſted, to cheat me of my 
Tythes, and then went to Gaol. I at laſt 
obtained a Decree for 59 J. 135. 4d. of 
which I received of the two Quakers but 
441. 105. including Coſts and Tythes, and 


my Attorney's Bill came to 92 J. 65. 3d. 
ſo that I was out of Pocket 4 J. 165. 3 d. 
and it coſt them, according to their own 
Accounts, David Chapman, 29 l. 3 s. James 

Rawlins 241. 95. fo that I am * 
the great teſt Sufferer. 


Second Reaſon. 
I found my ſelf yearly cheated and de- 


frauded of my Tythes by the 2yaters, who 


would never inform me of their Tythes, if 


I charged them too little, as I often did; 


nor would they rectify any ſuch Miſtakes ; 


but if 1 — any the leaſt Miſtake on the 


other Hand, they were very clamorous and 
abuſtve. Beſides, it is next to an Impoſſibi- 


lity to come at the Truth of ſmall Tythes; 


— the Exchequer being a Court of Equity 
as well as Law, where the Farmer is bound 


by Oath or in Affirmation to ſet forth 


ſmall 


(ar) 


mall as well as great; it was the chief In- 


ducement to me, and I believe is to the 
Clergy in general the .chief Reaſon, why 
they ſo often apply to the Honourable Court 
of Exchequer for Relief in Caſe of Tythes; 
and not becauſe (as has been ſuggeſted by 
the Ruakers) that it is an expen/rve Court. 


Third Reaſon. 

I have, after many Years Experience, 
found a very ill uſe made of taking Tythes 
by a TFuſtice's Warrant. Firſt, The Qua- 
kers have thereby grown very abufrve ; 


ſaying, I was afraid to fue them in the 


Exchequer, &c. They have alſo ſtopt 
and inſulted me on the Road with the moſt 
opprobrious Language, even on a Sunday as 
coming from doing my Duty: Nay, I have 
had threatning Notes thrown into my Yard, 
vis. Remember Caeſar's Fate, &c. Secondly, I 
have found that Method of proceeding 
by a Juſtice's Warrant very - prejudicial 
to my own Intereſt; for the Juſtices 
rarely give above four or five Shillings 
Coſt, and I am forced to give their Clerks 
fix Shillings, and to ride about 66 Miles 
backwards and forwards with an Evidence, 
before I can obtain a Warrant of Diſtreſs. 
Beſides, and what adds ſtill to my Expence, 
the Quakers uſe all their Endeavours to hin- 


der my ſelling the Goods (Corn or Cattle) 


taken 


— 


„„ 

taken by Diſtreſs, to any of the Neigh- 
bours; for they perſuade the People, the 
Goods are ſtolen; ſo that I am forced to ſend 
12 Miles to a Market. Further yet; more 
than ance, the Officer who made the Di- 
ſtreſs, and had the Goods in his Cuſtody, 
hath failed, ſo that I have loſt my Trouble, 

Tythes, and Charges. 


It may be aſſerted, without Breach of 
Truth, 'That there has been but one Proſe- 
caution carried on to Effect; meaning by 
that Expreſſion, that there has been but one 
Cauſe carried on againſt the Qꝝabers, ſo as 
to obtain a Decree. There was indeed a 
Bill filed in 17 19. againſt three Qualers, but 
it was ſoon ended, and they were not at 
the Expence of putting in an Anſwer. The 
fame was done 173 5. againſt Fohn Faſper, 
for one Year's Tythes, for 6. 6s. (and not 
four Years) and two other Duakers; but this 

Suit alſo was ſoon ended, and without put- 
fog: in an Anfwer.. | 


I may add further, That there has been 
no Profecution in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
that could deſerve that Name. The Caſe 
was this. In 1719, John Fofler married 
his Maid Servant, for which I demanded 
the uſual Fee of 105. (not of 1/7. 15. as 
he ſets forth) for the Recovery of _— 


(23) | 
applied to the Juſtices, but they made 

* Miſtakes in their Order and Warrant 
of Diſtreſs, that I could not make Uſe 
of them, without involving my ſelf in 
a tedious and expenſive Law Suit. For the 
ſaid John Fofter did keep in his Houſe a 
whole Day a certain Attorney, to be- realy 
to take all Advantages of us, if we made 
a Diſtreſs; but the Attorney finding we did 
not come, in the Evening he called at m 


HFouſe, and threatned me, that if I had 


made a Diſtreſs, he would have ruined me; 
then boaſted, how good Clients the Qyakers 
were; for let him bring in never ſuch ex- 
travagant or exorbitant Bills, they made no 
Defalcations, no Abatements, but paid him 
to the utmoſt Farthing ; for they gloried in 
_ ſpending their Money to oppoſe the Prieſts, 
and to make the Recovery of their Dues as 
chargeable to them as poſſible; for they 
had a Fund to ſupport them. 
After this, I did apply to the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court, for the Recovery of the Mar- 
riage-Fee, and John Fofter did appear there 
once by his Attorney, but was put to no 
Expence by the Court, that I ever heard of; 
for the Cauſe: was immediately dropt. The 
Fee is unpaid to this: Day, notwithſtanding 
the ſaving Clauſe in the Act of Toleration ; 
4 That nothing therein contained, ſhall be 
« conſtrued to exempt any of the Perſons 
1125 « tolerated 


„„ _- 
ce tolerated, from paying of Tythes, or 
« other Parochial Dues, or any other Duties 
ce to the Church or Miniſter, or from any 
4 Proſecution in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
« or elſewhere, for the ſame.” And I do 
ſolemnly declare, That the ſaid John Fofter 
was never proſecuted by me at Common 
Law for a Marriage-Fee, or upon any other 


Account, but as before-mentioned. 


7. WENDEY. 


—The Qua KER'S Charge. > 


Pag. 58. — 1722. Henry Stevens of Al. 
& bans was proſecuted for ſmall Tythes for 
« ſeven Years, at 4/. per Ann. at the Suit 
« of Robert Rumney, Parſon of Peter's- 
„ Pariſh, in that Town. WET 


The IncuMBENT's Anſwer. 


| Robert Rumney was inducted into the Vi- 
carage of St. Peter's in St. Alban's, in the 
Beginning of the Year 1715, and from that 
Time, frequently demanded Satisfaction for 
Tythes, as they became due, from Henry 
Stevens a Quaker, who occupied ſeveral Par- 
cels of Lands in the ſaid Pariſh where he 


was an Inhabitant, ſome of which were 


depaſtured by Horſes lett to Hire, and other 
| $2 barren 


8) 
| barren Cattle, and on others he kept a Num- 
ber of Cows, by ſelling the Milk of which, 
he. chiefly ſupported himſelf and Family. 
But all Addreſſes in a mild Method, which 
were made Uſe of for ſome Years, proving 
ineffectual, and the Vicar, not being able 
(without Information from the ſaid Stevens, 
which he would never give him, ) to fix any 
certain Sum to inſiſt upon, he apply d to the 
Court of Exchequer, by way of Bill, to oblige 
Stevens to a Diſcovery of the Value. To 
which he put in no Anſwer, And juſtly 
fearing, that Impriſonment would be the 
| Conſequence of that Contempt, he went 
about the Country to take Leave of his 
Acquaintance in a ſolemn Manner, being 
called of God, as he ſaid, 70 ſuffer for Righ- 
 troufurſe Sake, In due Time, a proper Offi 
cer came to carry him to the County Goal; 
but firſt called upon the Vicar to acquaint 
him therewith, Who taking into Conſide- 
ration the great Age and Obſtinacy of the 
Delinquent, and believing that he would in 
all Probability, die in Priſon, paid the Offi- 
cer for his Trouble, out of his own Pocket, 
telling him he would conſider farther of the 
Matter; and fo diſmiſsd him without his 
Priſoner, grumbling at the Diſappointment. 


After this, the Vicar renewed his Solicita- 
tions for Satisfaction to the ſaid Stevens's 
tt. 0 . 


(486) : 
Friends, arid was apply'd to by 2 * noted 
Teacher among the Ned to drop Proſe- 
cutions, and to remove the Rod that 1. 
bver his Friend's Head; but he would not 
5 nor ſo much as give any Grounds 1b 
> Hat the Vicar ſhould ever be paid one 
Firthing „either by Way of Preſent, or in 
Lieu of any Kind of Favour or Forbearatice 
whatever, by himſelf or any Body elſe. 


At taft, + a Relation of the Wife of the 
Rid Stevens (a Member of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church) offered the Vicar 10 J. if he would 
diſcharge the faid Stevens from all Arrears 
of Tythes : Which Sum the Vicar eonſented 
to accept April 15, 1723, though he had 
the greateſt Reaſon to pass there Was 
Above 40 J. due to him at that Time, for 
Eight Years Tythes. 


NV B. The faid Stevens ſpoke of this Act 
of Mercy afterwards with great Thankful- 

rok but, notwithſtanding, would never 
pay the leaſt Acknowledgment for what 
er T 5 became due, from that Yume, 
to the bis Death. All which, the 
aid Vicarlo WT gh 


"Rong ee 


7 383.44 tu 5 37 1232 
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7 ohn Gaben. + 7 ohn Francis. 5 
2 The 


(2) 
| Nee ' Quaren's Charge. 


Pag. 95.— 1725. The IVidew Wither- 
Anton of Hutton, in the Pariſh of Eaft- 
©* Bedfont, was cited into the By p of 
Londens Court, in a Cauſe of Sybtrac- 
< tion of Tythes at the Suit of 2 Fay 
« mar, Vicar of that Pariſn The De- 
„ mand on the Widow Mitberington was 
5 5. per Ann. for fix Tears. The Farſoy, 
after ſome Time, dropt his Suit in the 
bs a ge wer, 20 cock His Nag by N- 
cc 4 es 8 


Te — A 


After many ren the Widow 
Witkeringien . Was. my Suit into the 
Ec Rechfafreg! 62 105 af 5515 of Tythes; 
the Reaſon w 235 the Cauſe 
2g = 151 efore the Ju- 
Rices, is, That T yes Ie Us for aboye 

two Years, beyond w Tine: the he Juſtices 
8 not 


Deterr e in a which or Ty 
reach *. But it is utterly oy that after 


| ſome Time I dropt my Suit in the Exche- 
C5 For 1 never moved 1 it to that Court ; 


—__ * 1 
— — R \ 


* This was a * the ocas, of which is an 


for before, Fag. 15, 16. 


or 4 . Per Annum. 


8 

but at the Deſire of ſome Quafers; and 
particularly one — Gibſon, a F riend to 
the Widow, a Teacher amongſt them, and 
2 Man of Subſtance, promiſed to re- 
fund me my Charges, in Caſe I removed 

my Suit from the Eccleſiaſtical Court to the 
Juſtices. I accordingly did ſo. But when 
1 infiſted upon. my Charges according to 
Promiſe, — Gibjon trifled with me, bid me 
go to the Widow for them, ſaid it was = 
Concern to pay the Man 1 had employe 


— that he himſelf had nothin to do with 


it, and the like; ſo I was forced to bear the 
Burden my ſelf. I muſt further obſerve, 
that my Demand was not 14.5. per Annum, 
for undoubtedly my Tythe came annually 
to more: But as J had declared to the Ju- 
tices, that was willin g to favour theWidow, 
(my principal Aim in the'Suit, being rather 
to maintain my Right, than get my full 
Dues) they only allowed me ſo much, as 
being divided into five or fix Parts, would ; 
give, to the beſt of my Remembrance, 16, 


J FAUMARD. 


. Quakers S "Charge. 
Pig. 47.- — 1729. Matthew Pitchford 
of Colcheſten was proſecuted in the Ec- 
6 clefiaſtical Court for four Pence for Eafter- 


72 . Otkerings, at the Suit of Francis Powel, 
Rector 


4 


. 
4 Rector of the Pariſh call'd All Saints in 


«© Colcheſter. — Upon Application made to the 
Parſon, he put a Stop to the Proceedings. 


We INCUMBENT'S Anfoer. 5, 
So long fince as the Year 1714, or the 
Beginning of the Year 1715, I exhibited in 


Writing to the Juſtices of our Town, a 
Complaint againſt ſeveral Pariſhioners (one 
a 9uaker, and others not) who ſub- 


tracted Tythes, and other Dues belonging 
to me. After ſeveral Days Conſultation, 
the Recorder, in the Name of all the Ju- 


tices, told me, that they would not med- 
dle with the Execution of the Act, for the 
Recovery of the Tythes and Dues I then 


demanded; and this was ſpoken, not as 


conceiving any Point particular in the Caſe, 
but as their fixed Reſolution about ev 
| Complaint of this Sort that might be made 
to them. Having no other eaſier Remedy, 
I was forced then to proceed againſt the 


Parties in the Eccleſiaſtical Court. One of 


the Perſons, Thomas Hailes, was a Quaker ; 


he died, and I loſt my Money. The reſt, 


I believe, ſubmitted, and paid at leait ſome- 


thing that acknowledged my Right. 
In 1729. Pitchford, a Quaker, was cited 


into the Eccleſiaſtical Court, with ſeveral 
gther Pariſhioners, who were not Quakers 
„ x  _ . (lomo 


(30 

(fome of whom I was inform'd he had i in- 
fluenc'd to refuſe) for denying to pay me 
Eafter-Offerings, and other Dues, There 
was alſo one other Quaker in the ſaid Cita- 
tion. The Proceedings were ſtopt, upon 
a plication made to me by Mr. Havens, 

profeſſeth himſelf a Qualer, but is a 
— * ; and he told me, he would 
pay me whatever was due for Demand and 
Coſts; and I think he would ſtill do fo, 
when I make the Demand. I have not in- 


deed made any yet. 


In general, I have loſt all ſorts of Offer- 
ings due from nine Parts in ten of the Qu. 
ters in my Pariſhes, ever ſince I lived here, 
and ſome T ythes; without making a 
legal Demand, " in the Caſes a. Yr 4, | 
of the Years 1714, and 1729; and in one 
other, which was a . in or about 
the Vear 1729, again 0 Sparrow, a 
rich _- or = 45 2 47 thes of 


ſeveral Years for his Garden, that had con 2 


ſtantly paid me, before he took it, 45. a 
Year. This Man ſubmitted and pai De- 
mand and Coſts immediately; though * 
has, ſince that Time, conſtantly refuſed. 


FR. POWELL, 


Y — 
— 
* ** * * 7 
*% I i 


E15 
The QuaxrtR's Charge. 


Mp1 47. — 1731. „ John Warner, John 
“ Bennet, Fojeph Tabraham, and Benjami in 
_ « Larks, of W, altham- Abbey, were proſe- 

e cuted in Chancery, at the Suit 2 John 
* Capon, Parſon of that Pariſn.— The Par- 
« ſon's Demand was for Eaſter-Offerings, 

« from Warner, Bennet, and Tabraham, 
one Shilling each; and from Larks eight 
« Pence. After a great deal of Trouble 
and Expence, the Proſecutor des his 


ce Suit. 


The IncunnenT” 5 dnfwer, | 


Upon my ſucceeding the late Reverend 
Mr. Lapthorne in the Church of Waltham- 
Abbey, I found that the Eafter-Offerings 
had been for ** Years paid to the Clerk 
of the Pariſh. n Enquiry, I found he 
did not (as in he could not) demand 
them as his own, but that Mr. Lapthorne 

being a ſingle Man, and having a good 
Temporal Eſtate, had given them to the 
Clerk. My Circumſtances were quite dif- 
ferent from Mr. Lapthorne's; for as I had a 
Wife and Children, and no Eſtate, it would 
not have been fit Tor me to have made the 


| Caſe ſuch a Preſent, in pes of my own 
Affairs, 


— —— — — 2 —æ—üE — 2 2 _ — 
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Affairs, nor to have continued it in reſet 
of the Church, which might lofe the Power 
of recovering thoſe Dues, if it fhould pleaſe 
God that I continued any Number of Years 
in it. a 


Theſe Conſiderations, and my own In- 


clination to proceed by the eaſieſt Methods, 


induced me to give proper Direction to carry 
my Complaint in Writing to Sir Edward 


Smith, and Mr. Cheveley, two Neighbour- 
ing juſtices of the Peace for the County f 


Eſſex; who, upon that Complaint, iſſued 
their Warrant to bring the Recuſants (who 
were a Mixture of Churchmen and Quakers, 
about Twenty of them being, I believe, 
Churchmen, and the reſt, the four 


Quakers) before them upon which, moſt 
of them then paid the Sums ſo demanded, 


and ſoon after, the reſt, upon the Warrant 


of Diſtreſs coming out; except the Quabers, 


who appealed from thoſe Juſtices to the 


Quarter-Seſſions; where they pretended they 


could produce a Writing, - but which they 
would never ſuffer me to ſee, by which 


that Paiiſh was exempted from theſe Dues ; 
ſo that the Juſtices did not care to proceed 
in it, it appearing to them, as I ſuppoſe, 
that the Title to thoſe Offerings was in Que- 
ſtion, and therefore not determinable by 
them. This was in the Year 1728. But the 


Hopes 


r 
Hopes of bringing them to 4 better Sen ue, 5 
by ol — which I tried to the ut- 
moſt of my Power, induc'd me to wait till 
the Year 173 1, before I filed my Bill in 
Chancery; to which I was then gompell d, 
by the Quaters not only perſiſting in their 
Refuſal, but alſo encouraging the reſt of the 
Pariſh, by their Example, to refuſe paying 
me thoſe Dues, 5 es 


Advice of the beſt Courgil, who appre- 
hended that I had an undoubted Right to 
thoſe Oblations; and no Reaſon has fince 
appeared ſufficient to oblige them or me to 
retract that Opinion. After I had com- 
menc'd this Suit, and before I could bring 


Io enter di into this Suit * by the 


it to an Hearing, I found I ſhould have 


great Difficulty in getting Evidences to 
po the Payment of thoſe Oblations to 
lr. Lapthorne's Predeceſſor, without which, 


the Recuſants, as I obſerv'd before, pleaded 


a total exemption, not only for themſelves, 


but the whole Pariſh. And accordingly, 


when the reſt of the Pariſh ſaw the 2ya- 


ers reſolvd to conteſt my Right to thoſe 


Oblations; even thoſe who before had paid 
them, refus'd doing ſo any longer; which 
gave me little Hopes of finding any among 
them juſt enough to give Evidence for me, 

- againſt 


( 34 ) . | 
againſt the reſt of the Pariſh, and their own 
_—_ hw 7 1 


Notwithanding this, I ſhould have went 
through with the Suit, and depended on 
the Juſtice of my Cauſe to ſupport me in 
t, but for the following Reaſons, urged to 
me by my Friends. - EE > 


1. The great Difficulty I now found of 
procuring Evidence in the Pariſh. And one or 
two, from whom I had good Reaſon to ex- 
pect Juſtice in this Particular, lived at fo 
great a Diſtance, that it muſt have put me 
to a greater Expence than my Circumſtances 
would allow of, to bring them up to Chan- 

_ - wt 5 


2. That if, after all this Trouble and Ex- 
pence, I obtained a Decree, yet it muſt be 
many Years before I could reimburſe myſelf 
by thoſe ſmall Dues; but that if it ſhould 
pleaſe God to call me hence, before the 

Suit was over, or ſoon after it, my Family 
mult loſe, and be conſiderably injured by it; 
and having not a Foot of Land to leave my 
Wife and four Children, I ought in Pru- 
dence to drop the Suit, rather than run the 
Hazard of diſtreſſing them, by expending 
that Money, which after my Death, — | 
be their only Support, 

was 


3. I was alſo, at this Time, credibly in- 
formed, that the whole Body of Quakers 
had raiſed a Fund among dion for 
the Support of any Suit, which ſhould be 
commenced againſt any of them by the 
Clergy, for the Recovery of their Rights. 
My particular Opponents would therefore 
not have felt the Expence of defending them- 

ſelves ; conſequently, would never give up 
the Cauſe, while it was poſſible for them, 
by any Methods, how unjuſtifiable ſoever, 
to keep it up longer in Diſpute ; whereas, I 
muſt draw all my Money from my own 
ſingle Purſe. On which Account, as well 
as for the Reaſons above-mentioned, it was 
not thought prudent for me to proceed 
_ againſt ſuch a Joint complicated Intereſt. 


I ftill believe, that I have as juſt a Claim 

to thoſe Dues, as to any other Part of the 
Living; and I did not give them up becauſe 
I had not a Right to them, but becauſe I 
was too Weak to defend and ſupport that 
Right. 1 8 


Jonx Caron, 
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SECT, III. 


\ The particular Charges of the Quakers 
againſt Clergymen of the Dioceſe of 
London, Now DEAD; with the An- 
ſwers fal joined to each Charge, chiefly, 

the preſent Incumbents, and from 
the Records of the Exchequer. 


HUS far the Reader has ſeen the 
| Anſwers of the five Incumbents, 
who are ſtill irwng to _ for . 
| ſelves. : 


The Anſwers which follow, are ſuch 
as have been return'd, for the moſt Part, 
by the Succeſſors of Incumbents 0W 
dead; upon a Requeſt made to them, to 
enquire in their reſpective Pariſhes, whe- 
ther they found any Remembrance of the 
Proſecutions complain'd of by the 9ya- 
kers, and of the Motives and other Cir- 
cumſtances relating thereto. 


"The Quaxzx's Charge: 
8 5, — 1696, © James Fodey, of 
8 Leadenball firech, Sadler, was proſecu- 
& ted in the Exchequer for T * at 


* the Suit of Ga 1 05 Tower/on, Parſon 
The 


* of the Pariſh, ca 


1 
The Anſaver of the preſent INCUMBENT, 


I do not meet with any one in my Pa- 
Tiſh that remembers Dr, Tower/on's Pro- 
ſecution of James Fodey, But Mr. Tho- 
aas Burder, who ſerv'd his Time with 
hin and his Widow, is ftill living, and 
tells me he had ſuch Intimacy in the Fa- 
mily, that if it had gone to any Height 
he muſt have known of it. He came 
thither in November * 1696. ſo that, 
probably, the Suit might be ſet a- foot in 
the former Part of the Year, and be 
drop'd as ſoon as the other Method of Re- 
covery took Place. 


{The Account from the Records of the 
Exchequer, is as follows: © In Eaſter- 
Term in the gth of King William, a 
« Fubpœna made out, Gabriel Towwerſor 
« 8. T. P. againſt Thomas Knot and others, 
«© — but no Bill filed, nor any Proceed- 
« ings.” If Fogdey was a Defendant, he 
was the only Quaker, fince they mention 
no other.] „„ 


. bye ** * o g voy Ss 
W2 * 9 —_ 


ho pep ne 
more eaſy Recovery of ſmall Tythes ; that in particular, for 
ſhe Tyihes of Sl, Wl 


6 
The Quakxtr's Charge. | 


Pag. 39.—1696. © John Bailey of Kel- 
« vedon, was proſecuted in the Exche- 
« quer for about eight Shillings for Tythes, 
e at the Suit of John Tabor, Parſon * 
« F7ohn Bailey was committed to 
. ('helmsford Gaol on the 57th of the 

„Month called April, 1699. 


The Anſwer of the preſent IxcuubExr. 


One of the oldeſt Men in my Pariſh re- 
members ſomething of a Diſpute, when 
he was a Boy, between Dr. Tabor, the 
Vicar here, and one of the Pariſh; but 
was too young then to retain Particulars; 
and tho' a Man of general Acquaintance, 
he ſays, he knows of no other Inſtance 
in the Neighbourhood. --- The Owuakers - 
hereabouts, have for ſome Time, many of 
them, paid their Tythes readily, as others 
of our Pariſhioners, -— Not, but that for 
the ſake of Peace, we are pretty eaſy 
with the in the Valuation. For ſome 


of our Quaters are not a little refractory, 


«4 m 8 * 


I * » . — 


This alſo was in the ſame Year that the Acts paſſed for 
the Recovery of Tythes before the Juſtices. 
| when 
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' when a ſtrict Value is demanded; and it is 
amazing indeed, conſidering all Things, 


and much for the Honour of the Clergy, 


that ſo very few Inſtances appear of Rigor 


on their Side. 


moe ne 
"The D. AKER's Charge. 


Pag. 55. — 16 96. « Edward Penning- 
« ton, and William Hooke, were proſe- 


4 cuted in the Eccleſiaftical Court on ac- 


« count of Pews, in the Pariſh of Alba 
« Jows Lombard. ſtreet. 


The Anfever of the r ehding Mrxrsres. 
I find by the Pariſh-Books, that i in the 


Year 16 96. the Church of Hballoans Was 


new Pewed; that the Money to defray 
the Charge was raiſed by an Aſſeſſment 
oh the Pariſhioners; and that the two 


| Perſons above-ment 5nd were cited into 
the Commons by the * ** per 3 


for N * 


63 8 Py - the 4 So 11 
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0 © 
The Quaxen' 8 Chatge. 


Pag. $0. --- 16 98.0 Francis Holderneſs 
« was proſecuted in the Exchequer for 
« 'Tythes, at the Suit of Thomas Child, and 
* whrs, 'Ty the-farimers of Afton. 


The Anſwer of the preſent INCUMBENT. 


Mr. Thomas Child ſays, That he re- 
members Holderneſs very well, and that 
he was a very troubleſome, obſtinate Man; 1 
but that he is ſure he never proſecuted 
him, and that he never had a Suit at Law 
with any one for Tythe. _ 


[The Account from this Records of the 
Exchequer, is as follows: There is a Sub- 
pena in T1 rinity-Term 10 IF. z. and a Bill 
in Michaelmas-Term, --- Francis Child, 
Roger Life, and Fohn Knowles, all of 
2 4 in the County of Middleſex, and 
Farmers and Leſſees under Anthony Sausm- 
ders, Doctor in Divinity, againſt Francis 
Holderneſs and * Ralph Skingle; and the 
Defendants _— but put in no An- 

. 1wer. 


IN 
. 


The 


WW 


* Shingle was nota Quaker. 
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The QuaxER's Charge, 


= Pag. 41. 1700. 4 John Haile was 
“ proſecuted in the Exchequer, at the 


Suit of Obadiah Paul, Parſon of Eaſt- 


.— Thorp. 
The Anſaver of Doctor Paul, bis Son. 


I well remember Fobn Hailes, a Na- 
| ker, who was by Profe ſſion a Gardner and 
Nurſery-man: He rented a Farm in the 
Pariſh of Eaft-Thorp. When he firſt 
came to live there, his Tythes were paid 
according to a Compoſition, by a Friend 
of his, . who was not of his Perſuaſion, 
After he had rented the Parm ſome Time, 
he abſolutely refuſed to pay any T ythe, 
and would not allow his Friend to do it 
for him. My Father, Mr. Paul, then 

Rector of Ef borp, having a Kindneſs 


for the Man, as being an ingenious Gard- 


ner, and an Acquaintance of our Family 
for many Years, uſed all the gentle Me- 
thods poſſible to perſuade Hailes to pay 
| ſomething, but he obſtinately refuſed. 
Upon which, Application was made to 


the two N Neighbouring, Juſtices, according 
_ 


_ —_ . ³˙¹0d pn Er En 
er ˙ N 


1 
to the Statute; and by their Warrant the 
Tythes were recover d. As to a Bill, I 
never heard of it, and therefore conclude, | 
that there was little or no Proceedings up- 
on it. 


[ The Account from the Records of the 
Exchequer, is, That there was no other 
Proceeding, than the bare * the Bill.] 


| 2 he Quaxs AKER'S — 
Pag. 41. --- 17501. © The Widow King of 


Sie Henningham, was proſecuted in 


” the Exchequer for Tythe, at the Suit 
” or the Parſon of that Pariſh. 


| 7 he- Anſwer of the preſent INCUMBENT. | 


My Predeceſſor's Widow tells me, ſhe 
remembers he commenc'd a Suit in the 
Exchequer fome Years ago, againſt one of 
the Kings (a Quaker) but ſhe thinks it 
was not the Widow: as is aſſerted; but 
ſhe cannot recollect for what Sum the Suit 
was brought. In examining ſome Papers 
relating to the Living, in my Cuſtody, 
I find two Warrants granted by two Ju- 
ſtices of Peace for Diſtreſs on the aforeſaid 
Widow King, for — with-held 24 
: er. 


425 
her. The firſt Warrant bears Date the 
8th Day of April 1702. (Value adjudged 
three Pounds, and three Shillings Coſts) 
which was, though not expreſs d, doubt - 
leſs due for the preceding Year. The 
other Warrant is for two Years Tythe 
(Value adjudg'd fix Pounds two Shillings, 
and five billing Coſts) due for the Years 
1702, and 1703, as expreſs'd in the War- 
rant, which bears Date Auguſt 4. 1704. I 
have more Warrants by me granted by the 
Juſtices againſt ſeveral other Perſons for 
the ſubſtraction of Tythe, the Particu- 
lars of which being foreign to the Caſe in 
Queſtion, it will be needleſs to trouble 
you with. I would only beg Leave to 
offer one Remark (and that a very obvious 
one) vi. that theſe Warrants are a very 
good Evidence, that it was my Predeceſ- 
for's .conſtant Method, upon having his 
Tythe with-held (Which, I fear, was too 
frequent a Practice) to apply to the Ju- 
ftices for Redreſs; the Caſe alledg'd, if 
true, only excepted. What could be his 

Inducement to deviate from this Practice 
in the Inſtance produc'd, it is impoſlible 
to form any certain Judgment. It is my 
Conjecture, he either was provok'd by the 
inſolent Behaviour of the Party, or ſuſ- 
pected the * of the Juſtices De- 
F 2 cree; 
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eree; either of which Reaſons (and they 


are neither of them either impoſſible or 
uncharitable to ſuppoſe) will account for 
his 8 85 as he did. 


3”, 


Bo LY 


, 
55 


93 


The Quaxzs' $ ; Charge: 


Pag g. $0. —- 1701. William Fackſon 
and John Stokes, of Spittlehields, and 
John Mojely, were ' proſecuted in the 
Exchequer, at the Suit of ny n 
Vicar of Stepney. 


Bag fix; — pos, E Hi ae, 


9 


— 


5 


w 


Robert Chalkley, Arnold Frowd, Fohn 
Beale, Fonathan Wood, Fohn Conſtan- 
tine, and ohn Marſhall, were proſe- 
cuted in the Exchequer for Eaſter- Of- 
ferings and ſmall Tythes, at the Suit 


of 7olm Wright, Vicar of . 


5 The Rates ſet upon Eaſter- Offer | 

, and Tythes claimed by the ſaid 
705, Wright, in his Bill of Complaint 
againſt them preferred in the Ecko. 
guer, were as tolloweth, 73 


( 45) 


* Turnips for every Acre) 
ſowed in the Field, 


: 42 
For Eaſter- Offerings u 
on every = ang = 8 
1 A Cock, 8 
A Hen, 0 * 
A Goole, 89 
A Duck, 0 4 
A Sow, 1 8 
A Cew, Q 6 
2 


Pag. 83. 1705. © Abraham Johnſon, 
” Degory Marſhall, John Beſt, John 
” Hemp/on, John Fly, Henry Belch, Ro- 
bert Hoare, Nathaniel Wells, James 
Mitchell, Mary Trevor, John Trevor, 
” 'Fobn Smith, Charles Emes, Elizabeth 
MHMarſball, James Delaforce, Thomas 
 » Broadbank, Thomas Minks, Edward 
” Bowes, and John Tomkins, were proſe- 
” cuted in the Exchequer for a PR E/ 
” TENDED Claimof Tythes and Eafter- 
Offerings, at the Suit of John Wright, 


1 Vicar of Hepney. . 


Pag. 84. — 1717. Henry Lambert, 
” and William Oakley, were proſecuted 
in the Exchequer, at the Suit of John 
» Wright, Vicar of Stepney. 


” Pag. 


(46) 
Pag. 85. — 1724. Thomas Gray of 
” Ratdlif, and John Mabank, were, pro- 
2 ſecuted in the Exchequer for Tythes, 
” at the Suit of Thomas Dodd and Ben- 
© 0 Prichard, | Vicars of Stopney. 


The Anſaver of the preſent INCUMBENT. 


Mr. Wrig ht, I Son of the Perſon com- 
plain'd of 7 is fully perſuaded that the 
Proſecutions. were commenc'd by his Fa- 
ther; and that the Impriſonment of the 
Perſons mention'd was owing to their 
Contempt of the Court; but by what 
Inducements the Cauſes were carried into 
the Exchequer, he does not pretend to 
ſay ; unleſs the Reaſon might be this; 
that the Perſons proceeded againſt had 
been in Arrear * ſo long, that no Re- 
medy could be had from the Juſtices of 
Peace. Mr. Bradley, (who is at preſent 
our Pariſh-Sexton, and whoſe Father was 
9 0 Mr. Wright) 1 — that 


= 


8 ö 


* This muſt probably have been the Caſe; . other 
Perſons who were not Quakers, being included in the Proſe- 
cution, it could not have been carried before the Juſtices, 
but upon the general Act for the more eaſy Recovery of ſmall 


 Dithes, &c. and by that Act, nothing is recoverable, but 


what has become due within two Years before. Whereas 
here, the Things ſued for, had become due for many Years 
dolore ; the loweſt, fix Years, See the Note above, p. 15. 


i _ tho 
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tho' the Dnuakers-in' Mr. Wright's Time 


were, not forward to diſpute his Claim to 
the Dues, yet in Mr. Dod's Time, Gray 
and Maybank did; and told the Juſtices 
(to whom he ſays the then * Rector ap- 


plied themſelves, before they had Recourſe 


to the Exchequer) that they were 
par'd to try their Cauſe at Law. He like- 


wife informs me, that the Owakers were 


ſo far from being proſecuted as 9uakers, 


that conſiderable Numbers of other Pari- 
| ſhioners were put into the Exchequer at 


the ſame Time; tho' they might think fit 
to put a Stop to further Fenn ” 


paying the Dues. 


[The Accounts from the Records of the 


Exchequer are as follow: 


Ann. 1501, 13K. W.« A Sul pœna 


” was made out John Wright againſt 


” Fohn Stokes, and others — but no Bill : 
9 filed, or other Troceedingy. 1 


Ann. 170 4 Annæ, N Beſides thoſe 
” who were 9uakers, (and are mentioned 
» as above) there were others compris d 
* the ſame Bil, to the N umber of 


| . There are two Rectors of n 


” twenty- 


—— — 2 
— 


n 
„ 2 
* 
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twenty-one. — But there was no An- 
” ſwer of any of the a nr nor 


” other Proceedin 85. 8 


Ann. 150 5. 5 ons. —— Beſfides thoſe 
who were Quakers (and are mentioned as 
above) there were above eighty others 
compriſed in the ſame Bill: — Another 
Bill was filed the ſame Year, againſt ſeven 
of the Quakers, who are mentioned in 


the Charge, as above, and who had not 


deliver'd in their Anſwers. In the ſame 
Bill, were eighteen others But there 
was no Anſwer either of the ©yakers, or 
the others, nor any — 
upon the Bill. 


Ann. 1717. Together oh the two 
Quakers, ' Lambert and Oakly, above 
twenty others were compriſed i in the fame 


Bill. 


Ann. 1724. Thins 4 is a Subptna at the 
Suit of Benjamin Pritchard and others, 
againſt William Vanhutt and others. But 
as there was no Bill filed, the Number 
and Names of the 1 Defendants do not | 


appear 1 
The 


(4) 
The * KER'S Charge. 
Pag. 41. 1901. © Mary. Cooke of 


& Halſted, Widow, was proſecuted in the 
« Exchequer for {mall Tythes, at the Suit 


« of John Murdock, Parton of Halſted. 


Pag. 42, === 1704. Henry Smith of 
« Halſted, for about 40 s. demanded for 


« ſmall Tythes, was proſecuted in the 


6 Exchequer, at the Suit of John Mats 
60 aock, Prieſt of Halſted. | 


T he Anfaver of the preſent INCUMBENT: 


The Quakers, with Regard to my Pa- 

riſh, have been forced to look fo far back 
in Point of Time, that at this Diſtance it 
is impoſſible to come at Particulars. I find, 
the Perſons mentioned, were ſued in the 
Exchequer, but they have left the general 
Character behind them among the Peo- 
ple, of ob/tinate and troubleſome Perſons; 
who would never pay any Church-Dues 
whatever, but the Churchwardens were 
obliged to diſtrain continually, as Rates be- 
came due. As to Smith, he held a Farm 
of about 40 J. a-Year, and was a noted 
Speaker among _—_ and an inveterate 


3 Man, ; | 
* Tha 


ce 


ec 
cc 
cc 


"Tn 
The Quaxtr's Charge. 
Pag. 80. 1701. cc Thomas Cox and 


Zachary Burroughs, of Whitechapel, 


were proſecuted in the Exchequer, at 


the Suit of Richard Melton, Prieſt of 


Whitechapel. 


1- Pag. 8 3.— 1709. ce Clement Plumſted, 


Thomas Cooper, John Askew, John 


. Midford, Foſeph Gray, Joſeph Groom, 


Thomas Cox, Thomas Pit/iow, William 
Oram, Gideon Culcup, George Clark, 


Devereux Bowley, Michael Holms, and 


Taac Robinſon, were proſecuted in the 
Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit of 


« Richard Welton, Prieſt of Whitechapel. 


- = - The Parſon carried on his Suit fo 


far againſt ſeveral of the Perſons proſe- 


cuted, that Thomas Pit/tow, William 
Oram, and Michael Holms, were com- 
mitted to the Feet on the 28th of No- 


vember, 1511. William Oram died the 
next Year, being a Priſoner ;.and Pit/tow 


and Holms continued Priſoners till the 


Tear 1713. 


The 


„ (=) ns 
te Anſwer of the any ref Ging þ Ma 


niſters. 


Dr. Welton ſammoned ſeveral Quakers 
before two Juſtices of the Peace, who 
granted a, Warrant ten Days after hearing 
what the Quakers had to ſay in their De- 
fence, and their Goods were ſeized and ſold, 
and the Tythe paid out of the Sale of the 
Goods, Thomas Cox uſed to make Pre- 
ſents to Dr. Welton of greater Value than 
the Tythe ; but upon ſome private Quar- 
rel, Dr. Welton proſecuted him in the Ex- 
chequer. He proſecuted ſeveral others in 
the Exchequer, but could not prove a clear 
Title to the Tythe demanded. The Caſe 
of our Pariſh was this: Every Houle paid 
ſo much per Ann. to the Rector, and the 
Lands adjoyning paid likewiſe their Mo 
aus. But about 50 Years ago, almoſt all 
the vacant Land in out” Pariſh was built 
upon; and the Rectors came upon the In- 
habirants to pay them ſo much per Houſe, 
The greateſt Part of the new Inhabitants 
eaſily gave into it: But as the Quakers 
never paid any where but by Compulſion, 
it was a difficult Matter to find out a Me- 
thod to force thoſe t6 pay their Quota's, 
Who lived in the oy built Parts; - — 
| 2 = 0 
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1 
of the Defendants went in Triumph to the 
Fleet Priſon, - and the reſt returned Home 
in full Reſolution to quaſh the Doctor 8 The 


th: to all the new Buildings. 


(It appears by the Records of the Ex- 


chequer, that ports with Thomas Cox 


and Zachary Burroughs, Quakers, ten 
others were proſecuted; and that, toge- 
ther with the. Ouakers mentioned Ann. 
1709, near 20 others were proſecuted. 
And the foregoing Account ſhews, that the 
Thing in Queſtion being the Title to the 


| Tythe, the Juſtices could not determine 


it.] 


The e 8 Garg 


* 1 —_ William Bram 
” ham and John Hawkins, both of Oak- 


ey, were proſecuted in the Exchequer 


for eight Shillings Tythe, at the Suit of 
”» Henry Cole, Parſon of that Pariſh. 
» Application being made to the then Bi- 
| ſhop of London; he, by a Letter to Cole, 

Was inftrymental to Kop his Proceedings 


P he Aalen of the preſent Inc COMBENT, 


Mr, Cole was. an honeſt, and * 


meek; and n Man; ſo modeſt and 
fearful 


. 
fearful of offending, that he was extream 
moderate, both in compounding with, and 
Forbearance of, his Pariſhioners. —— And 


how, that one Year of his Life, he ſhould | 


be tempted to proſecute. them in the Ex- 
chequer, I cannot comprehend ; _ unleſs it 
was by the exceeding great Provocatidn of 
thoſe-unreaſonable and perverſe Men. - 

As to my on Conduct with theſe two 
contentious Quakers, I proceeded. againft 
them by going to the. Juſtices. : But ſince 
they died, there was a third Quaker ſuc- 


ceeded Brambam, and becauſe he has al- 


ways refuſed Payment, and it is ſuch a 
Trouble to get ai Neighbour to ſwear to 
the Marth of the Tythes, and to go two 
or three Times to the Juſtices of Peace; 


T have loſt the Tythes of two or mon 


Wy . for ſe ma Yeats, 


. 


— 


T he 7; Pen 3 Charge 5 


— 2 1702. Robert. Hovens 

of Colcheſter, was proſecuted. i in the Ex- 
» chequer 2 Tythes, at the Suit of Eq- 
” mund Hickeringhill, Rector of the Pa- 
riſh called All-Saints in C olcheſter. 3 


Pag. 43, == 1706. 2 Stephen Weare of 


? Colcheſter, was OY in the Ex- 
. » queer 


* 4 6 


- 


(54) 


chequer for a Mor tuary, at the Suit of 


Edmund Hickeringhill, Parſon of 821 
Pariſn called All- Saints. 


40 182 


| The  Anſeer of ' the preſent I [xcoMmNT. 


The Caſe of Robert Havens in the . | 
1502; I have heard of, but cannot at pre- 


ſent: ſpeak particularly to it. That of 
Stephen Weare I have alſo heard of, but 
Know not further than I do of - Hivens's. 
They both, I believe, were diſcharged of 
the Profecution, by: the Debt and Coſts 
being paid by ſome Neighbour *.: .. 

The ſtatutable Mortuary was 1-koniy's 
paid, during the long Incumbenoy of Mr. 

Hirkeringbiil, in both the Pariſhes of Hil- 
Saints and St. Botolplrs, It was alſo con- 
ſtantly paid in his Sac effor's Time; and 
ſo it has been during my Time, laving the 
Loſs of it, by Carcielines, in fome few 
Inſtances, © 


 & © 
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The aer Charge. on 
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Petz 80. — 1703. Richard Mark 


” of Hendon was proſecuted in the Ex- 


_ — 


4 At the fame Time it is coriaia,! that Mr. amv 
e a moſt [nigious and troubleſome Man, 1 


42 


"> IT your; 


e 4 


(35) 
” chequer for Tythes, at the Suit of par- 


5 2 Smith of Hengan, 


7 be Ant of 1 the preſent Tec. 


IL find upon Fatally, that the Occa- 


ſion of the Diſpute between Mr. Smith, 


Vicar of Hendon, and Richard Mays of 
the ſame Place, in or about the Year 1703, 
was entirely owing to the froward and 
ſtubborn Temper of Richard Marſh ; who 
always oppoſed the Payment of Tythes, 


and uſed to call the Clergy Hirelings, when 


they were demanded : A certain Gen- 
tleman (Mr. John Nzco/ls) Neighbour to 
Richard Marſh, endeavoured at the Time 
to reconcile Marſh to Reaſon: He was 
thought to have more Influence upon 
Marſh than any one elſe had; but all he 
could do proved ineffectual, till Mr. Smith 
had taken ſuch Meaſures in the Exchequer, 
as the Law allows. Then, I underſtand, 
a Mare of Manſb's was ſeized for 7 or 81. 


Debt and Charges; and that Mer Nicolls 


blamed Marfþ much, and thought Mr. 
Smith had done no Wrong, and redeemed 
the Mare in Behalf of Marſh; ſo the Affair 


ended. Marſh afterwards thought fit to 
make over his Effects to one Goodſon, who 
: Warried a Daughter of his; and the Vicar 


from 


(36 

from Time to Time met with no more 
Difficulty in receiving his Right by the 
Hands of Goodſon. I have this Character 
of Marſh from ſeveral People of exceeding 
good Credit, and the Account above, 
chiefly from Mr. John Nicolls, a Gentle- 
man of real Worth, Son of the foreſaid 
Mr. John Nicolls. Mr. Sith was eſteem'd 
a good Parochial Minifter, and an eaſy 
 temper'd Man; not at all litigious, or ſe- 
vere in his Demands: The particular Rea- 
ſon why he had Recourſe to the Exche- 
quer, rather than to the Juftices, I appre- 
hend, was, that by being too patient and for- 
bearing, he had excluded himſelf the Be- 
nefit of the Act for the more eaſy Reco- 
very of ſmall Tythes. For * that 
Act ſays, That no Complaint for or con- 
cerning {mall Tythes, c. ſhall be heard 
or determined by the Juſtices, unleſs the 
Complaint be made within the Space of 
two Years. next after the Times of the 
fame Tythes, Cc. did e due * 
Payabl e. 


* 
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7 "= "ol Quaxes's Charge. 7 


Pag. 81. — 1903. ” Benjamin Page; 


Jobn Weſt, William Ford, Foſeph 


”. Shewin;, Nathaniel Welch, Thomas 
Hard, John Wells, Joseph Tench, 
Samuel Brooks, Thomas Cockitt, Edmund 


* Pinder, Adam Bullock, Thomas Brown, 


” Samuel Rutter, and William Pagiter, 
” were proſecuted in the Exchequer for 
” Tythes, at the Suit of John Wicks, 


“ Parſon of Shoreditch. 


The Anſever of the preſent IncUMBENT. 


This Tranſaction is fo long ago, that I 
find none among my Pariſhioners able to 
give any particular Account of its Cir- 


cumſtances; but all who do remember Mr. 


Wicks, fay, that he was a moſt quiet and 
peaceable Man, ſuch, in every reſpect, as 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace ought 
to be; and ſo far from harraſſing his Peo- 


ple by expenſive Proſecutions for his Dues, 


that he was more likely to have ſacrificed 
his legal Rights by not demanding them, 
than to have taken the moſt eaſy Method 


in Law for recovering them. —— This is 
the general Character of Mr. Wicbs within 


H my 


(53). 


my Pariſh : but I cannot learn with Cer- 
tainty, what was the particular Reaſon 
that induced him, once in his Life, to put 
thoſe People into the Exchequer, rather 
than to ſummon them before rhe Juſtices. 
I can only conjecture, upon the An- 


ſwers I have had to my Inquiries, that 


this was done at the Requeſt of his Col- 


lectors, who, according to the Cuſtom of 


the Pariſh, were of the moſt ſubſtantial 
People, and gathered- in the Vicar's Tythes 


and Offerings, out of a kind Regard to 
him, without Fee, or Reward. 


| The Account from the Records of the 
Exchequer is, that, together with the 
uakers, fix others were in the ſame Bill; 


F. 


and that there was no Anfexer of any * 


the Defendants, | 


n _ 


Ne QuakER's Charge 
Pag. 43. — 1705. Edward Lucas of 


* Ades, was proſecuted in the Exche- 


quer for Tythes, at the Suit of Leonard 
> Newport, Tythe-Farmer of Elndun. 


The Anſewer of the preſent Ic Nr. 


The Widow of the then Vicar ſays, | 


T hat the „ s Fenant was alſo 


4 Tenant 


8 * "> uw N 


off Je on = 


« Farmer. 


( 3900 
Tenant to her Husband for the third Part 
of the great Tythes which belongs to the 


Vicar; and that as to the ſmall Tythes, 


he either receiv'd them in Kind, or com- 
pounded for them. | 


This accounts for a} is found i in the 


| Records of the Exchequer, viz. ” That 


a Bill was filed by Leonard Newport, 
» Gentleman, Farmer and Leſſee of the 
” 'Tythes of Elmdon, under 1 Fel 

or 


m Paining, Gentleman, and Edward Fe 


Clerk, againſt Edward Lucas, 
” Tythes. ” --- The Impropriator had 


two Parts, and the Vicar only a Third, 
and the Bill was brought by Newport as 


Joint-Farmer to both; but the Vicar ap- 

ears not to have had any concern in the 
Choice of the Court; and the Intereſts 
being joint, the leſs Share was in Reaſon 


to follow the greater.] 


"The Qu A KER'S Charge“ 
Pag. 43. — 1707. ” Richard Munſbaxu 
” of Great Burſted was proſecuted at 
the Suit of John T hreſber, "_ 


Ka. The 


(6) 
The Anſaver of the preſent . 


John Threſter is ſtill living, and ſays, 
That he was Farmer under both the Im- 
propriator and Vicar, That the Proſecu- 
tion was jointly for Tythes due from 
Munſeuga to both; and, That when he 
had been ſerv'd with a Subpzna, he ſent 
his Daughter, or Maid, with the Money, 
whatever it was, and I the Matter end- 

ed. But he adds, That he had likewiſe: 

Occaſion to proſecute one Zachary Hunt, 
another 9uaker, for the Rights of the 
Vicar ſingly, and that he carried on that 


Suit before the Juſtices. 


The Quarer's Charge. 


Pag. 84, -=- 1710. John Orchard of 
Fulham, Gardener, was proſecuted in 
the Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit 
of Philip Dwight, Vicar of Fullam. 


Pag. 84. --- 1717. John Orchard, near 
Hammer ſinith, was proſecuted in the 
Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit of 
Phpilip Danis, Vicar of Fulham. 


Pag. 8 5. 1722, 7 John Orchard of 
oi * was proſecuted in the Exche- 
quer 


— 


( 61) 
quer for Tythes, at the Suit of P vil 
a Dwight, Vicar of Fulham; 


The Anfever of the preſent IxcunBinT. 


„ Orchard, a 9uaker, did, by the 

| Perſuaſion of ſome N eighbours, pay Tythes 
once or twice to Philip Davight, Vicar of 
Fulham, by other Hands. 


Afterwards, the ſaid John Orchard re- 
fuſing to pay, Dr. Dwzght ſent for him, 
and by mild and gentle Arguments oo 
youred to perſuade him to comply ; 
the ſame Time deſiring the N 9 
to do the ſame. But John Orchard con- 
tinuing obſtinate, the Doctor, after five 
or ſix Tears Patience, was obliged either 
to loſe his Right, amounting to 20 s. per 
Annum, or to give him Trouble; which 
he did at three ſeveral Times. 


The ſaid John Orchard returning home 
from the Houſe, where he had been in 
Cuſtody a few Days till Matters were ad- 

juſted, ſaid, He was ſorry he did not ge 

70 Priſon. 


He was a a litigious Man; 
inſomuch as his N eighbours were afraid 
to conyerſe with him, 


(56 ) 


e the Deceaſe of Dr. Dish his 
Son John Dwight, making a demand of 
Arrears due to his Father from the ſaid 
John Orchard, received for Anſwer, «© 7 

de Thee none, and none I will pay 
” Thee, thy Father's Soul is burning in 


15 Hell, for that he did to me. 


 Walman Orchard, a — Son to 
the ſaid John Orchard, ſays, His Father 
never would pay to Church or Poor with- 
out having his Goods ſeized; which ruin- 
ed both himſelf and Family ; the faid 
Walman Orchard being reduced, by his 
Father's litigious Temper, ſo as to be a 
common Day-labourer, to ſupport him- 


ſelf and * 


The ken $ — 


Pag. 43.— 1710. William Drewvett 
of Abberton, was proſecuted in the Ex- 
” chequer for Tythes, at the Suit of 
David Kenmer, Parſon. — William 
” Drewett was proſecuted for Tythes, 
claimed as due from his deceaſed Father. 


The 


(6) 
7 he alan of a * neighbouring IxcuM- 


BENT. 


One of the Pariſhioners of > bberten re- 
ee that Mr. Kennier took out an 
Exchequer Writ againſt William Drewett 
for Tythe, but proceeded no further; nor 
did he put the ** to Sixpence 
* IX 


The —_—_ Charge.* 


Pag. 44. — 1711. ” Samuel Parmen- 
tor was proſecuted in the Exchequer 
„for ſmall Tythes, at the Suit of John 
1 Goodewvin, Parſon of Belchamp-HWater. 

= Samuel Parmentor was committed to 
” Chelmsford Goal on the 29th of Novem- 
” ber 1712, and lay there about a Year. 


The Anſeever of the preſent Incuupexr. 


Frue it is, that Samuel Parmentor was 
ſued about the Time mentioned, and car- 
_ ried to Che/msford Goal; but it ſeems 
Mr. Goodwin did not do this, till Par- 
mentor E 1 refuſed paying * 


9 * 


— 
att. Mi. — * 


2 | Alberton v was o vacant, when the Enquiry was made. 


Ty * 


(64) 
Tythes, and had refuſed for many Years. 
The Quaker was an obſtinate Man, arid 
unwilling to pay any Debts; Mr. Good- 
win quite the contrary, who has left be- 
hind him the Character of a peaceable 
quiet Man. 

The fame Incumbent hath another ſmall 
Living near Belchamp Mater, called Ge/t- 
lingthorp; and ſpeaking of that Pariſh; - 
he adds as follows: ” One Parmentor, 2 
” Quaker, Son of the foreſaid Par mentor 
» ſince the Bill in Relation to the Quaker 
* hath been depending, has neither paid 
» me a Compoſition for Calves, nor ſuf- 
” fered me to take away the Tythe- 
» Lambs, which he uſed to do es 
” any Trouble, more than giving me hard 
” Words and abuſive 2 


The Quaxe s | Charge: | 


Pag. 84. — 1712. Richard Kirton 
” of Kenſington, was proſecuted in Chan- 
” chery, for a Demand of 57.-per Ann. 
» for * ten Years Tythes, at the Suit of 
4 John Millington, * of Kenji ington, 


—— . 
— — —_ * * 


awe The Juſtices had no Power to give Relief for any . 
exceeding 101. n General Remarks, pag. 12. 


The 


ö TY 
te Anſwer of the. preſent reſiding Mi- 


NIS TER. 

1 have enquired of ſeveral in this Pariſh, 
who were very well acquainted with Dr. 
Millin ngtan and Richard Kirton, but re- 
member nothing of a Suit in Chancery, or 
in any other Court for Tythes about the 
Year 1712, or for ſeyeral Years before, or 
ſince that Time. 

The great Tythes due to the Doctor 
from Kirton's Fami were, to the beſt of 
their Remembrance, always taken in Kind, 
and the ſmall Tythes and Church-Rates 
by a Warrant of Diſtro Tom a Juſtice 
of Peace. 


The Report from the fix Offices in 
Chancery, is, that all the Six have been 
ſearchd, and no Bill found.) 


. The _ Charge. 

Pag. 44. -— 1713. Stephen Choppin 

” of Stebbing, was proſecuted in the Ex- 

chequer for Tythes, at the Suit of Ro- 
bert Skingſiey: Parſon of that Pariſn.— 
After ſome Time, the Parſon dropped 
” his Proſecution in the Exchequer, and 
took his Tythe by Juſtice's Warrant. 


1 "oo 


(66) 
- The Anfewer of the preſent Im cNIB ENT. 


I never heard that Mr. Robert Sking ley 
filed a Bill againſt Stephen Chopprn for 
Tythes. I have often heard Robert 
Hing ſley, who was my Predeceſſor's Son, 
declare, that the Quakers owed his Father 
when he died, large Sums of Money for 
Tythes, but he never expected to receive 
any of it; and I believe never did receive 

any Money of them due for the ſaid 
Tythes. 


[Upon a Search made after this Cauſe in - 
the Exchequer, the Anſwer is, That no 
Proceedings in it whatſoever, are found 
among the Records there.] 


Th he Qs AKER'S prone | 


Pag. 84. --- 1713. Nathaniel Maerſom 
” was proſecuted in Enfield-Court, for a 
Demand of fifteen Shillings for petty 

” Tythes, at the Suit of John dat 
” Parſon of South Mi ams. 


The Anſwer of the preſent Went. 


J have been ſome Time making all the 
Enquiry I could concerning the Proſecu- 


tion 


(67 

tion brought againſt 2 the Quaker, 

by Mr. Bird/eye. But it being ſo many 
Years ago, I could not find any Body that 
remembred any Particular relating to the 
Proſecution. Only I muſt obſerye, that 
Mareſom, the Qua ker, held but twelve 
Pounds a Year in the Pariſh; ſo that if 
the Proſecution was for fifteen Shillings, 
it muſt be, according to our Compoſition 
of Three- pence in the Pound, for five 
Years Tythe: Which ſhows, that Mr. 
Birdie) ye had a good deal of Patience. 


fe appears by the Record, that one 
Rand Was rbſecüted at the ſame Time, 
Toho was not a Quaker; and nothing 
more is there mention'd of either Caſe, 


but that, oth were agreed. F-- 


— — 


| Fee e Charge: | 


Pag. 7 78 — 1715. Benjamin 
Clark of Gracechurch-Street, was pro- 
” ſecuted in the Eccleſſaſtical Court, at 
the Suit of Ralph Bloomer, - Parſon of 
Alhallows, Lombardſtreet, for Marriage 
and Burying Fees, and other PRE- 
TENDED Dues. : 


* 


1 * x A.» Bot 


ES. 


190 | 
Benjamin Hinton of Pall-Allty, 

» Lombard-Street, Barber, was profecuted 

in the Eccleſaſtical Court, at the Suit 
of the ſaid Ralph * for a More 

E * |} | 


be Anfovr of the 22 Munrsran, 


With Relation to theſe two Caſes, 1 
can find no Perſon who e any 
thing at all about them; nor is there any 
thing left by Way of Memorandam, in 
the late Dr. Bloomer's Papers. --- "pa 
Enquiry, at Doors Commons, L. have been 
informed, That in the Year 1515, Dr. 
„ Bloomer took out a Proceſt againſt four 

Quaxkers, but for what does not appear 
” from the Books of the Court. Ile im- 
” » mediately perceived he was wrong. The 
” Proceſs.-was never returned, and the 
” whole Affair dropt, he paying all Coſts. 


The Quaxens hare 


Pag. 44. — 1717. Fe Daniel Aybett Was 
5 proſecuted in the Exchequer for Tythes, 
» at the Suit of Elias Smith, Parſon of 
” Gosfield. —— The Proſecutor dropt his 
Suit at the Interpoſition of a neighboure 
ing Gentleman, 


The 


(69) 
The ane, of the preſent re gang M 


NIS TER. 


The Sum that Daniel Aylete was pro- 
ſecuted for (I am inform d) was between 
20 and 30 5. which was two Years Tythes. 
Every Bod! xy here allows, that Mr. Smith 
was very fayourable, and that even the 
Qua ler himſelf would have made lit- 
_ tle Scruple of paying, had it not been 

for ſome of his Abettors of that Sect. 
The Nei ghbouring Gentleman above. 
mention d is now Steward to Mrs. Knight, 
who paid Mr, Smith the faid Sum at the 
requeſt . of Daniel Ayleit. After this, 
Daniel Aylzti paid Tythes without cau- 
any T Wuble to the Vitar. What 
1 cements che Incumbent might have to 

carry the Chuſe into the 2 no 


one I have yor ſpoke, Roms om 


hs TD AK RN 4 s Charge” 


pag. 58. — C719. ” Mithatl pot. 

» Richard” Bootet and Nicholas Witchel, 
of the Pariſh calld St. Giles S CY ipple- 
gate, (and 115 others, not Duakers) 
> were ſubpend'd into the Exchequer at 
» the Suit of Thomas Bennett, Vicar of 


the fald Pariſh, Ficp- 


( 70 * 
-*. Tre; eppaſs, Bocket and Witchet,- were 


* ah on a Claim of 25. 9 d. in the 
Pound for Tythes, according to the 
mM eee Rent of their reſpective Houſes, 
by Virtue. of the Statute and Decree of 
1 Hen. 8. though it did not appear that 
” ſuch Demand was ever made by any for- 
* mer Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh, The De- 
” mind on theſe three Perſons was 13 J. 
15 f. per Annum, but upon full Proof 
” appear'd, that there neyer had been 
paid niore than 7. 45. per Annu for 
A their three Houſes. ö A 


| Jan he Cauſe Was We ending e fie 
| ? Years, during which Time, there were 
4 ” ſeveral. Hearings in the Court of Ex- 

| *” chequer, and one Hearing in the Houſe 

| | ” of Lords, and an Iſſue at Law by a 
[| ” Special Jury. The Expence to the ſaid 
| | three Sualers amounted to near Four 
I hundred Pounds, beſides One hundred 
l ” and ſixteen Pounds Coſts, which they 
| 2 eee of the ſaid Bennett. 


| Es 726. Aus " Martha Hall. Katharin Word. 
1 | > ward, and Robert Boultwood, were pro- 
q uy ſecuted in the Exchegaer for Tythes, 
| at the Suit of Thomas Bennett, Vicar of 
| - the Pariſh of St, Giles 5 Cripplegate. ” | 
This, 


BD. 2 I ) 


This, (as to the Piokecurioh in 171 9) 
needs no other Anſwer, than what ariſes, 
at firſt Sight, from the Repreſentation of 
the Duakers themſelves, as above. By 
which it appears, 1. That the Thing in 
Queſtion was the Title to the Tythes, pr 
therefore not determinable before the Ju- 
ſtices; whereas the general Complaint of 
the Suaters, is, The chuſing the longer 
and more expenſive Way of Recovery, 
when, a. ſborter and leſs expen/wve might 
have been taken. 2. That this was not a 


| Proſecution againſt Nuakers, as ſuch, but 


againſt Inhabitants and Houſholders, with- 
out any regard to Perſwaſion or Sect. 


T, 2 Anſwer of the preſent IncuMBtnT, 
as to the Caje in 1726. 


In 1726. Dr. Bennett, Vicar of St. Giles's 
Cripplegate, exhibited a Bill in the Ex- 
chequer againſt 304 of his Pariſhioners, 
dwelling in that Part of his Pariſh which 
laid within the Liberties of the City of 
London. In which Number were — 
Hall, Katharin Woodward, and Robert 
Boultauvod, Quakers. He ſued under the 
Stat. of the 37 Hen. 8. for 2 5. 9 d. in the 
Pound, according to the Rent of their 
2 2 =» Houſes, 


672) 
Houſes, and the Qua lers refuſing to ap- 
pear and anſwer, Attachments were iſ- 
ſued ont againft them, which are now in 
the Hands of the Doctors Solicitor, and 
were not executed, though no Satisfac- 
tion was made to the Doctor for his De- 
mand. Robert Boultwood obtained from 
the Court further Time to anſwer, but 
never did, and the Proſecution was 
droppd. i 


There were at the fame Time ſeveral 
Suakers dwelling in that Part of the, 
Doctor's Pariſh which laid in the County 
of Middleſex, who refuſed to pay him 
the Tythe due for their Houſes, and were 
not — by him. 


—— QY 


"The QuakER's Charge: 


1 Pag. 45. — 1721. © Daniel Ayleit of 
= |. ” Gosfield, was proſecuted in the Exche- 
| 8 „at the Suit of William Beavor, 
> Dean of Bocking. -- The Dean's De- 
mand on Aylett, was but four Shillings 
for two Years Tythe of Herbage. After 
” a large Expence, a neighbouring Gen- 
1 tleman paid the Dean, and took away 
| » Aplett's Corn in Harycſ to repay him- 


| ” ſel 3 
| ; £ 


(93). 
2 . the projent Deum. | 


| Daniel Aylett occupied a Farm i in the 


Pariſh of Gogſeld, three ſmall Cloſes of 
which lay in the Pariſh of Bocking, con- 
taining about 8 or 9 Acres of aſture. 


They have ſince been converted into Til- 


kgs, and the preſent. Rector of  Bocking 
has for ſeyeral Years receiv'd 12 5. 694. per 


Annum, as a for the T — 


E Wan $ 2 | 


Pig. 46. -— 1724. ” Sarah Wheat, 


* Wow of Richard Wheat of Horn- 


” church, was proſecuted in the Exche- 
quer for ſmall Tythes, at the Suit of 
a7 Henty Levitt, Prieſt. 


The  Anſever of the preſent INcUMBE Kr. | 


I have made the beſt Inquiry 1 could, 
in Relation to Mr. Levitt's proſecuting the 
Widow of Richard Wheat of Hornchurch 


for ſmall Tythes, but I cannot come to 
any Cem of the Fact. 


. x 
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5 BB. 
I applied firſt to Mr, Leuitts Widow, 
who does not remember that Mr. Lovett 
ever ſued any one of his Pariſhioners in 
the Exchequer. She ſhewed me his Tythe- 
Book for the Year 1724, where I find 
Mrs. Wheat charged with that Year's 
Tythe, and againſt it, a Memorandum 
that ſhe never paid; ſo that I tuppoſe 
there was ſeveral Years Tythes due; and 
in the Year 1725, I find the fame; but it 
was there croſſed, as paid. 
I have inquired alſo of ſome of the 
Neighbours, but they do not remember 
any Proſeeution; though ſome remember 
a Report of her refuſing ts pay Tythes. 

I next inquired of an Attorney, who did 
feveral Things for Mr. Levitti, and he 
ſays, he thinks he was concerned againſt 
Mrs. heat, but to the beſt of his Re- 
membrance, there was only a Summons 
under the Hands and Seals of two Juſti- 
ces of this Liberty; and before the Day 
of Appearance, ſhe ordered Payments. 
He is certain, he never took out an Exche- 
quer Writ againſt her. : 


Ihe Account from the Records of the 
Exchequer is, That after a very careful 
Search made, no Proceeding between the 
above Parties is found there.] 

| The 
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The Quaxezr's Charge. 


Pag. 46. — 1728. Fobn Raven was 
» proſecuted in the Exchequer for 1/7. 155. 
„for Tythe, at the Suit of Rich. Triftram, 


” Vicar of Foring. -— This Suit ceaſed 


by the Death of the Proſecutor, | 


The Anſwer of a * neighbouring Ixcux- 


BENT. 1 

John Raven is a very rigid Quaker, and 
upon all Occaſions profeſſes a great Bitter- 
dels againſt us, as Clergymen. The Lawyer 
Mr. Triſtram is dead; who 
could have given Light into the Circum- 


ſtances of the Suit. But this Proſecution 


is ſuppoſed to have been partly owing to 
Rabens ſtirring up one Rawlins to profe- 


cute Mr. Triſtram for + Irregularities in 


- 
— 8 
ä W 


7 The [ UAKER'S Complaint. = f 
Pag, 58. — 1731. ” Benjamin Batt 
of Ware, was proſecuted in the Exche- 


pe EIS 


85 The preſent Incumbent has been but very lately inſti- 
tated. | | 
+ For theſe, he was /#/þend?d, upon a judicial Proceſs, by 
the preſent Biſhop of London. . | 
0, : K 2 quer, 


8 — 


"7 — — — — — — — — — — 


. 
” quer, at the Suit of Jobn Fairland, 
6 - Tythe-Farmer. | 


The Anſrver of . the aveſent INCUMBENT. 


Mr. Fairland of Ware-Town, rented 
the Tythes of Mare: pariſb, of the Vicar, 
Mr. — who could not get bis 
Dues of Mr. Batt, and employed Mr. 
Thompſon of the Exchequer to write tq 
him, demanding Payment. He wrote ſe. 
veral Letters, deſiring him to pay and not 
to incur a Law Suit. Mr. Batt took no 
Noxice of any of his Letters: Mr Thomp- 
for ſued him in the Exchequer : Still Mr. 
Batt took no Notice, Upon this Mr. 
Thompſon had him arreſted, and put into 
Hertford Goal, for Contempt of the Court 
of Exchequer, He remained obſtinately 
n Goal five Months; then ſome of the 
Toun paid, without his Conſent, 50 s. 
which was the Demand Mr. Fairland 
made. He was then let out of Priſon. 


He pay d no Coſts of Suit, * only the 
__ fifty — | 
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| run 
CONCLUSION. 


N peruſing the Account of Proſecu- 
tions, which the Quakers complain of 
within the Dioceſe of London, as 
above; the Reader will have obſerved two 
Things : r. How clearly the fve Incum- 
bents who are Fill living, vindicate 
themſelves from all Suſpicion of 1 Mill, 
Malice, or Oppreſſion. 2. To how great 
a Degree, the Proſecutions complained of, 
have been owing to the Ob/?znacy and Pro- 
vocations of particular Quakers, with whom 
they, and other Clergymen, have had to 
do. And it cannot be thought an unjuſt 
or unfair Inference from the jr/# of theſe 
Heads, that at leaſt the greater Part of 
thoſe Incumbents who are dead (and who, 
while living, could have accounted for the 
Steps they took, and the Mozives for ta- 
king them,) would have been able to give 
as good an Account of their Conduct, a8 
thoſe whp are A ll Living, 


'The 
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-— he Quakers have carried back their 
Charge to the Year 1696 incluſive, i. e. 
full 40 Years; too large a Retroſpe& in 
all Reaſon, to hope for a diſtin Account 
from Perſons now living, of the Circun- 

ſtances of particular Caſes, and much more 
of the Motives upon which the Clergy 
had Recourſe to the eſtabliſhed Courts, 
rather than to the Juſtices of Peace ; and 
yet upon this, chiefly, the Charge turns. 
Of the Complaints brought againſt the 
Clergy of the Dioceſe of London who ate 
now dead, 15 are from the Year 1696 to 
1710 incluſive; and. 13 from 1710 to 
1720 incluſive. And as to the Caſes within 
thoſe two Periods, the Diſtance of Time 
might have been a juſt Excuſe from at- 
tempting particular Accounts ef them. 
But in a Matter which ſo nearly concerned 
the Honour and Character of the Clergy, 

it was judged expedient to carry the En- 
quiries as far back, as the Quakers had car- 
ried their Complaints, and to procure un- 
der each Head the 4e/# Intelligence that 
could be had. The Reader has ſeen the 
Refalt of thoſe Enquiries, ſubjoined to 
the particular Heads of Complaint on the 
Part of the Quakers; and by them he 
will be enabled to judge, what he is to 

think 


9 
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think of the Clergy, and what of the 
2 ſo far, I mean, as the Dioceſe 
of London is concerned. Fe 


It is fit further to advertiſe the Reader, 
that the Quakers, in their Book, have not 
duly explained ſome Terms and Matters, 
which, without due Explanation, have a 
doubtful Meaning, and may miſlead. 


1. The Word PaxsoN may either mean 
the Lay-Impropriator, or the Clergy-In- 
cumbent ; but though, in common Con- 
ſtruction, it will of Courſe be underſtood 
of the Incumbent, he may, in Reality, 
be no Way concerned in the Charge. For 
inftance, the Quakers ſay, Ann. 1699, 
” + That Henry Starr was proſecuted in 
the Exchequer for Tythes, at the Suit of 
John Stuben, PaRSON of Littlebury in 
Eſex. And they add, to enhance the 
Charge, That Starr was committed to 
” ChelmsfordGoal, and continued a Priſoner 
” ſeyeral Years,” And one of theirWriters, 
ſince thePublication of their Book, * affirms 
roundly in the Strength of the Word Par/on, 
that Henry Starr was impriſoned at the 
Suit of a CLERGYMAN in Eſex. But it 
is found, upon Enquiry, that Stuben was 

+ Pag. 40 of their Book. rn, 

* Toſeph Ollive, Plea, &c. p. 19. 


the 
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the Impropriator” s Tenant, and that che 
Incumbent had no Concern in the Proſe 
cution. Again they ſay, Ann. 1 70 5, 
» * That 7ohn Raven, the Younger of 
» Malden, was proſecuted i in the Exche- 
quer at the Suit of John L2ſter, and 
” Fohn Kennedy, ParsoNs, for a Demand 

” of 167. Tythes between them.” But 
it is certain there were no ſuch Clergy- 
men; nor can the. preſent Incunibent 
find, that there were any ſuch Perſons 
as Leſter and Kennedy, either Impropria- 
tors, or Tenants to Lmpropriators. N 


. The Name Tythe-Farmer may mean, 
either the Farmer under the Incumbent, 
or under the [mpropriator ; and, without 
Explanation, it may be equally applied to 
either. But of the 15 Inſtances of the 
Uſe of that Name, in the Courſe of their 
Complaints within the Dioceſe of London, 
two only were the Farmers of Incumbents 
ſingly, and two, the Farmers both of Im- 
propriator and Incumbent. And though 
it is well known, that when an Incum- 
bent has granted a Leaſe of his Tythe, 
the Proſecutions for Non-Payment do not 
reſt upon him, unlets the Title be in Que- 
tion (and if that be in Queſtion, the 


* Pag. 43 of their Book. | 


| Point 


(31) 
Point is not determinable by the Juſtices, 
hor can he, by Conſequenee, be blamed 
fot ſeeking Relief in the eſtabliſhed Courts, 
the on 0 om” Places where he can have Relief; 5 
oſe two Caſes alfo, are + ſpoken to 
above, in their proper Places. 


38. In * ſeveral Cafes, where the Proſecu- 
rions were againſt Churchmen, Presbyte- 
rians, Kc. in common with the Qua- 
ters, (on the ſingle Account of their 
equally with-holdmg what the Incumbent 
thowght to be his dae;) their late Book 
mentions no Names but thoſe of Ouakers ; 
leaving the Reader to ſuppoſe, Mat They 
were /imgled out, as Ob jolt oof the . 
bent Diſlike and IIl-will: A Suppofitioh, 
for which there would have been no Rea- 
fon, if the Fact had been ſuliy and 6 jay 


| related. 


Where an Incumbent has found Caufſe 

to proſecute eue ral Perſons, forme of 
whom only were 9wakers, it might (and 
often may) fo fall out, that the Demand 
upon thoſe who are not Quakers, may 
not be for ſnall Tythes, nor of or under 
2 in Value; in which — there — 


* 


K Page 58, . wo before, in rag 9 32, 37, 47 
: 0 
(oo ka 48 — Inſtances,) 52, 58, . = 
L ing 
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ing no Remedy by the general Law : for 
the more eaſy recovery of ſmall Tyrhes, 
Recourſe muſt nece arily be had to the 
eſtabliſbd Courts. And it would be un- 
reaſonable to expect, that the Incumbent 
ſhould involve himſelf in a double Suit 
where the Cauſe is one and the ſame; as he 
would, if the Paakers were not to take 
their Lot among the reſt, where their Caſe 
is the ſame ww/h the reſt. Eſpecially con- 
ſidering, that after the Cauſe is brought 
before the Juſtices, the Qua fers have it 
in their Power to remove it by Certiorari 
to the Courts of Common Law, by plead- 
Ing, either with or without Ground, that 
the Title is in Queſtion. A Warning to 
Incumbents to conſider, before they bring 
a Cauſe to the Juſtices, whether there is 
any Colour for conteſting the Title to the 
Tythe, c. and to have good Reaſon to 
believe, from the Temper of the Perſon 
they have to do with, that it will not be 
pleaded on purpoſe to harraſs. 


a” * The Words Proſecuted in the Exche- 
quer, which are their moſt uſual Sy/e of 
Complaint, carry in them the Sound of a 
real, regular and expenſive Proſecution. 
But this is applied, without Diſtinction, 


to Caſes which were e carried no further, 
; than 
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than the bare filing of a Bill (* for which 


the Incumbent might have good Reaſons) 


without ſo much as taking out a Subpena 


to oblige the Quaker to give in his An- 
fwer. In ſome Caſes, where the Suit 
was carried on in earneſt, they have been 


very careful to ſet forth the Duration and 


Tjae of it, and the Expences with which 
it was attended; and it cannot well be ſup- 
pos d, that they would have been content, 

in ſo many other Caſes, to reſt in the gene- 
ral mention of a Proſecution in the Exche- 
guer, if the aggravating Circumſtances of 
Duration, Expence, Ne. could have been 


ad ded. 


One | ni} ' Obſervation naturally a- 
riſes upon the foregoing Heads; That 
when People let themſelves looſe to pour 
out Complaints of Hard/bjp againſt their 
Neighbours, common Juſtice requires, 
the. the Perſons, againſt whom the 


Complaints are made, ſhould be clear- 


ly deſcribed and diſtinguiſh'd, to pre- 
vent two other Kinds of Hardſhips 


— — 
— - ; 


- Ya NP a 15. 

+ Of the undue Application of this Style, Inſtances may 
be ſeen above, Pag. 22, 37, 40, 42,47» 58, 60, 63,68. And 
p. 66, 74; where no W at all is found i in the Re- 
cords. 1 
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which are very grievous; VS, 1. The 
ſuffering at leaſt a /u/þic03 of Guilt to 
fall upon the Heads of the Innocent; and 
2. The leaving room to imagine, that 


the Hardſhip, if any, was end in 45 


Free, than it really was. 


5. To the Teſtimonies of er 


and Forbearance of the Clergy towards 


the Duakers, and their Laſes by them, 
which the Reader wull have wo in the 
* foregoing Accounts; ſome other Inſtances 
have occaſionally come to Hand, not only 
of their Forbearance, but of De partures 
from their juſt Rights (Which might have 
been recoverd in a legal Way,) and of 
other Difficulties which * meet wirh 
from the 9uakers. 


W vodford in Eſſex. -- One John 2. lar 
a Quaker, livd there ſeven Years, but 
would never pay any Tythe, nor nber 
tion for Tythe, tha ugh. often. demanded, 
But, the Tythe being {mall, the Hoe 


never gave him * Troubl Co. 


Boreham in Eſex. — Three or four 


| Years * the a are 4 from a pred to * 


_—_ 
— ” — — — —— — — 


2 Pug 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 53. 66, 67 


Vicar; . 


„ | 
Vicar; but, being poor, and the Tythe 
ſmall, he has given him no Trouble, gor 
% ͤ ¶ » ˙- 


Colcheſter in Eger. — The Clergy make 
no Demand upon the Quakers, for Eaffer- 
Offerings, or far Fees of Marriage and 
Burial. -— In the Pariſh of Sz. Peter's, is a 
Luakes wha. occupies Lands, and of whom 

the preſept, Incumbent. gives the follow- 
ing Account. When I came firſt to 

Taopyin, he bad Garden Grounds at the 
” Rent ef Ten Pounds a Year, For the 
” firſt, ten Years Tythe, I took no more 
of him than ten Shillings, in compaſſion 
to his poor Circumſtances and a nume- 
” rous Family. Afterwards, he hired 
” fifteen Pounds a Year; and for the next 
” ten Years. I took about the Value pf 
fiſteen Shillings yearly in Garden-ſftuff 
For a Year or two laſt paſt. he has re- 
” fuſed to let me have any Thing, though 
be is greatly indebted to me, and though 
” I never gaye him any Trouble, nor ever 
yet applied to the Juſtices for Redreſ. 


Hanlodo in Eſex:-»- The Account is as 
follows: The Qccupation af! the Qua 
dockers in this Deanry, lies more in Trade 
tha Husbandry. For which —_— 


by 
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” T believe, they have been generally in- 
” dulged by the Clergy, who have choſen 


35 


rather to recede from their Rights of 
FEaſter-Offerings and the Tythe of a 
* Garden or Orchard, than by conteſting 
> Dues of ſo little Value, to give a Han- 
” dle to the World to talk. "a 


Halſted i in Eſer. — The Aden of the 
preſent Incumbent, is as follows: Tho! 
” T have neyer yet, in Twenty-three 
* ears, receiv'd from the Duakers either 

"Fees; Thave, - Burial or Marriage- 

ces; I wave; _ Peace-ſake, loft them.” 


| Parls-Colne' in TM — Titi a Qua- 
bers refuſing Payment, the Crop was 
valued, as the Law directs, in order to a 
f Diſtreſs. But. his Tythe being valued at 
more than double the Compoſition demand- 
ed, his Wife prayed the Incumbent to be 
as kind to her Husband, as to the reſt of 
it his Pariſhioners, and promis'd Payment ac- 
cordingly; and the fame was 9 N 
as long as he liv “. 


| Great Oakly in Bf. - The Tncum- 
I! bent has for many Years patiently ſuffer'd 


| the Lofs of ſome Quatłers Tythes, rather 
ip than be obliged to recover them by an 
it Method of Law. Fd, 


r 


1 
I 
7 
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| Baft-T borp i in Eſer. —— Jobe Hil # 


Dualer, held a Lenement and large Us 


chard, - The late Incumbent's Widow has 


2 Bond from him for ten Pounds; which 


will never be paid, 


' Dedham i in Eſſex, --- Two ua ters, i in- 


debted for ſmall Tythes for three Years, 


refuſe Payment. The late Incumbent 
uſed to buy Goods of them, and to ſet off 


his Tythe ; but, now, one of them will 


not comply with this Method, but 15 


he was trick d by the late Vicar 


| Dunmow. in Efex. — & The common 
Way of the Clergy's dealing with the 
i n has been, ſometimes by taking 


Goods of them with a View of ſetting 


” off their Tythes, but this they do not 
„like, and it is always to the Clergy's 
” Loſs (as, by paying more than a Mar- 
” ket-price, and by having a great deal of 
Trouble to bring them to an Account 
at laſt.) And therefore, ſometimes, we 
are forced to apply to the Juſtices, and 
„then ſome Neighbour or Friend pays 
” for them; but they have had ſo much 


b > JOY to get their Money again, that 


ſeyeral 


(%) 
” ſeveral have declar'd they will 90 9 1 
E more. 55 oY ; x 2 


6. The Difference which Sthe | Quitkers 
| cake, in their Treatment of the Impro- 
Wk priator who has the great Tythes, and of 
| the. poor Vicar, png has only the ſmall 
il Tythes; is a Circumſtance, which the 
1 Clergy may well be aHowed to take No- 
lll Toe of 


= |. |  Wilt-Ham in Eſex. — ate ſere- 
If! ral Quakers in the Pariſh of Ja/?-Ham, and 
1 all of them pay Tythe to the Lay-Impro- 
qi i priators, without diſputing, except one 
| Hipham, who has refuſed to pay the Im- 
| propriator his Tythe for his Crop this laſt 
Burner, But Ute akers, one and all, 
have refaſed to pay any Tythe, or Satis. 
faction for Tythe, to the Vicar, for the 


* 8 I a. * xp 
— — — di 
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ll | Time the ſaid Vicar has been in Poſſeſſion | 
| | of the Vicarage. Neither is it known that 
| | | any Quaker has been proſecuted for Tythes 
1 of any Sort in = Memory of Man. 
1 | Captain Hankey, a Quaker, one Year gave 
che ns” — alf a Guinea for an 


i . 

4 
1 j — = — — 
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Faſter-Offering; but he dying when the 
Year was expired, his Widow has ſince. 


fefuſed to pay my Thing to the icar. 
The Quakers 


Barking in Eſex. 


pay Tythes to the Lay Impropriators; but 
ſuch of them, to whom the Incumbent, 


who is lately come, has ſent to for his 
Tythe, refuſe to pay. 


Geſtlingthory i in Eſex. — one Parnien- 
tor, a Quaker, who hath always quietly 
paid the Compoſition for the great Tythes 
to the Leſſee of the Impropriator, takes 


away the Vicar's ſmall Tythes, and will 
pay no Compofition. 5 | 


Tottenham in Miad: Efe. — * hoſe of 


the Quakers who hold Lands, pay the 


ufual Rate for great Tythes to the Impro- 


priator, without Trouble. They likewiſe 
pay Church-Rates to the Pariſh-Officers 
quietly, as other Pariſhioners do. The 
only Scruple they make; is in paying 
Tythes to the Miniſter. 


. At the fame Time that many of the 


Quakers ſhew ſo much Backwardneſs in 
paying Tythe; others of them ſhew an 


uncommon 1 Foreardneſs to procure a Di- 
M —_ 


— —̃ —ää. ——— — « 2 _ 
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ſtreſs for Non- payment, which needs Ex- 
planation; and they beſt know, whether 
this is done to eaſe Conſcience, or ta en- 
title to Recompence. 


Great Walthani in Eſſex. --- There are 
five or ſix Families of x Er in the Pa- 
riſh, but the Incumbent never had any 
Conteſt with them, except. one, whom, 
AT HIS OWN DesIRe, he ſummoned be⸗ 
fore the Juſtices. 5 


| Redbourn in Hertfordfiie. --= There is 
but one Quaker in the Pariſh; and he 


EXPECTS every Year to be diſtrained, and 


places the Diſtreſs to the Score of lea. "x 


_ cution for — 


n in E OX, mas The laft 3 
bent's Demand of one Mabeau, a Quaker, 
for Tythe, was always ſatisfied by his Bre- 


ther Francis Mabeww, till —.—— fiye 


Years before the ſaid Incumbent's Death, 
which was in the Year 1719. In the lat- 
ter End of the Year 1714, the Quaker 
refuſed that Method, and choſe one of 
his own, viz. He himſelf, with the Re- 
ctor, or Tenant, went befare a Juſtice, of 
the Peace, and CONSENTED, and even RE= 


QUESTED the Juſtice to Gal a Warrant, 


for 


* 


. 
for che Conſtable to leyy the Sum demand- 
ed, by Sale of his Corn, G c. 


1 


— 


. Clergy, and the Qzaters, in the Dioceſe 
of LOND DON. In a large and populous 
Dioceſe, of above 500 Pariſhes, are charg- 


ed, in the Compaſs of Forty Vears, 47 


Proſecutions of Duakers by Clergymen, in 
the Eſtabliſbd Courts, ny not before the 
Juſtices of Peace, _ 


Out of which Number of 47, muſt *e 


N dedudted, 


* — As not found 3 in the Records 
of the Court refer d to, J. 


2. — + As not determinable by the) 
: Ju of Peace, 5 5 7 


— 1 As occaſion'd by the Fu 
lice refuſing to act, 7 2 


To which may well be added two abs 


Circumſtances, at leaſt by way of Abate: | 


ment from the Charges, 


** * * 


— 


Pag. 66, 74. # See pag. 12 Ec, 52. J Pag. 19, 29. 
M 2 4 


Hus then ſtands the Caſe of the 


— . HA ⁰¹¹ ˙¹ͥ¹ EE CA A" 


« A L- 
- ————— —— —ñ—4— — —ü—ä4ñ — — —— äm—ä̈ä !.. 


(92) 


4. -— As carried no further than to =, 
19 


bare Piling the Bill in + 5 Inſtances — 
and 1 in * 51 others no Bill ſo much as filed, 


5. — As Proſecutions, not againſt * 
Quafers as ſuch, nor by Conſequence 
out of any Ill-will to them, but againſt >. 9 
Qualers in common with ohe Pari-\ © 
ſhioners, and 1 in the ſame Bills, | 


Add to theſe, 1.8 Imnpoſſ bility of 
knowing, at ſo great a Diſtance of Time, 
what * Inducements many of the Clergy 
might have, to decline the Remedy before 
the Fuftices. 2. The Improbability of Cler- 
gymens making choice of the moſt expenſive 
and fedious Ways, as ſuch. 3. The Pro- 
hubility, that if the Incumbents who are 
dead, were alive to ſpeak for themſelves, 
they would be able to give as ſatisfactory 
an Account of their Proceedings, as has 
been given by the Fi ive who are ſtill living. 


Upon che Whole; The foregoing bes 
amination, founded throughout upon the 
Eeft Evidences that could. * ee and 


— 


— 
* 9 — 


I Pag. 40, 42, 48 (two) 58. 

Ef F Pag. 37» 47, 48, 63, 65. 

p Pag. 29, 40, 47, 48 (my . (390) 58, 67. 
Sec betore, Pag. by: 
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that the Nature of Things would aha is 
= mbly ſubmitted to. the Conſideration of 


very Reader. And if, upon a like Enquiry 
in other Dioceſes, the Charge of the Qua- 
kers againſt the Clergy ſhould appear to be 
no better founded, than it is in the Dioceſe 
of London; it may ſafely be ſubmitted to 
the Judg ment of the Lepidlames «© What 
Conſtruction is to be made of the Repre- 
ſentation of the Quakers, which has been 
put into the Hands of the Members of both 
Houſes; © Whether any Thing is found 
in the paſt Behaviour of the Clergy toward 
the ys that renders it unfit to con- 
tinue to them the Liherty they enjoy, in 
common with other Subjects, of applying 
for Juſtice to the Eſtabliſbd Courts; and, 
« What the Condition of Incumbents would 


be, particularly with regard to Duakers, if 


this Liberty, which former Laws have left 
them in full Poſſeſſion of, ſhould by a new 


| Law be * away. 
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Poor VICAR's PLEA 


Againſt the 


Quakers BILL. 


5 THE 
Poor VICAR's PLEA 


Againkt the 


Quaker's B I L L 


As it ſtands at PRESENT: 


Addreſe?d to his 
Repreſentatives i in Parliament. 


Honoured Sirs, 


E are informed in the Country, 

that great Alterations have _ 
made in the Quakers Bill, 
rather that in the whole Frame of it, it Þ 


a new Bill; which may properly enough 
be faid, if the ſeveral 4 2 ot it — 
been truly repreſented to us. I therefore in- 
treat Your Honours to give me Leave to re- 
mind you of what I * formerly wrote, ſo 


= Beru Paper, _—_ is compris d in this. 


far 


(98) 


far as concerns the preſent Bill; and, at the 


fame Time, to add ſuch further Obſervati- 


ons as have occurred to me and my Neigh- 
bours ; eſpecially ſince we have ſeen the 
Contents of the Bill, as it now ſtands, 


One of my Neighbours lately obſerved to 
me, that in the Reaſonings on the Side of 
the Quakers, there is a Fallacy which runs 


through the Whole. They generally ſup- 


poſe, that all Objections are anſwered, and 
all Difficulties removed, if after the Tythe 
(whether great or ſmall) is carried away, a 
Method can be found to enſure to the Cler- 
gyman the Value of it, according to the 
Price it might have been ſold for. Where- 
as the Right which the Incumbent has, is 


to Tythe iz Kind, and the Quakers taking 


it away is a Violation of that Right, and 
not only puts the Incumbent to much 
Trouble, which the Quaker had no Right 
to give him, but depriyes him and his Fa- 


mily of the Comfort and Benefit which 
they might have reaped, by having the 


Tythe in Kind, He obſerved, that in all 
other Caſes where Property is concerned, 
the Law reaſons in another Manner, If 
one, continued he, takes away the Goods 
of another, it is not enough to ſet him 
clear, that he reſtores them, or the Value 
of them according to.an Eſtimation to P 
n . | made 
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| 7 00 the Comm 
provided fuch Penalties, as have been found 
.neceffary to that End. His Application of 


(6d) 
made by a third Peron. If that were the 
worlt he had to fear, no Property could be 
ſafe, nor Goverament carried on; and there- 


fore the Law provides fit Diſcouragements, 
by the Foręßgbt and A 7 of which 


he may be deterred from fabing them away. 
The Wiſdom of the 57 will not endure, 
either that the labouring Oar be put upon 
the Party injured, or that the Party inſuring 
be encouraged in his unjuſt Practice, by an 
Afuragce that the worft that can befall 
him, is the bare teſtoring of what he has 


| taken away ; with a Chance at leaft to have 
the Charge he may be at in the Courſe of 


the Proſecutiot, made np to him by a fa- 


vourable Valuation. This, added my Neigh- 


bour, is the Wiſdom of the Law; not on- 


ly to do Right to Men when their Property 
r been invaded, but to diſcourage the H- 


pen it felf, ; by conſidering it as a Cime, 
on of which the Law has 


all this to the Cafe of Tythes, was thus. 
The Right of the Incumbent, is Tythe in 

Kind, The Law fecures that Right from 
Invaſion, by veſting ſuch Powers in the Ec« 
clefiaſtical and Temporal Courts over the 


Perfori who ſhall preſume to carry them a- 
way, as make hir fenfible, that it is his 
Wiſdom, and for his Intereſt, not do date. 
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This Alters him from carrying them away, 
in Point of Prudence; and if a Plea of 

| Conſcience can make that ceaſe to be a Crime, 
which the Law has made ſo, and, in Con- 
ſequence, can exempt Men from the Pe- 
nalties which the Law has provided to dif- 
courage the Commiſſion of it; there is an 
End of Law and Property, and of Govern- 
ment itſelf. 


| 1 to my poor Judgment, there 
ſeemed to be good Senſe in all this, and 
therefore I thought it would not be amiſs 
to report it to Dur Honours, who can judge 
ſo much better, whether the Reaſoning is 


right or not. 


3 find, by the Additions made to the 
preſent Bil, that Endeavours have been 
uſed (as we were informed there would) to 
ſet Lay-Impropriators and Eccleſiaſtical 
ReQors at Eaſe, in the Matter of Quakers 
Tythes. Care it ſeems is taken, that a 

Tything-man, to be named by the Rector 
or Impropriator, and authorized by a ju- 
ſtice of the Peace, ſhall ſet out the Tythe 
of Corn and Hay belonging to Quakers; 
and if there be no Dithculty, nor new 
Charges, in the Execution (both which the 
Keclors and Inpropriators are to look to) 


thus much is certain, that after the Tythe i , 
i 8 
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ſo ſet out, and by publick Authority made 


the Property of another Perſon (who then 
will have not only a Right zo it, but an ac- 
tual Right in it) the Quaker will be too wiſe 
and cautious to carry it away. This, as far 
as it goes, may be of ſome Service to Rec- 
tors and Impropriators. But what is the 


Caſe of the poor Vicar all this while? Why, 


I will beg Leave to remind your Honours, 


= few Words, of the Truth of his Caſe. 


Iam poſſeſs'd of a Vicarage, which is en- 


dow'd with Small Tythes (as Herbage, Fruit, 
Calves, Lambs, Wool, Pigs, &c.) and it is 
my Lot to have ſome Landholders in my 


Pariſh of the Sect of Quakers. Their Con- 


ſcience, they fay, tells them that they ought 
not to pay Tythe; but yet Prod teaches 
them, for the moſt Part, to find Ways of 


avoiding 'Trouble, becauſe they know I can 


do my ſelf Right, in a legal Method, and at 
an Expence that is conſiſtent with my nar- 
row Circumſtances. If any of them diſ- 
poſe of what is my Due, and refuſe to ac- 


count for it to me, as cies Neighbours do; 


I take my Horſe, and go to the Conſiſtory 


Court, and furniſh ſome proper Perſon there 
with the Heads of my Complaint ; the ſame 
that they call, in the Courts of Equity, The 


Bill; but much ſhorter. The Quaker is 
cited, and obliged to give in his Anſwer upon 


Oath 


Er (wn). 
Oath (or what he pleads to be equivalent to . 
an Oath) as to the Kind, Quantity, and 
Value of what he has taken away. If 
Witneſſes are to be examin'd, I can carry 
them Perſonally to the Court to give their 
Evidence viva voce; and the Matter comes 
to Sentence in a ſhort Time, and at a ſmall 
Expence. And if, at preſent, Quakers 
compound for the Tythes due to me, of 
their own Accord; it is owing to this, that 
they know I have a Remedy at Hand, and 
that it is ſuch an one as my Circumſtances, 
tho' narrow, will enable me to take. Bat 
if I am deprivd of that, and the Quaker 
ſees I have no other Remedy, but a Com- 
plaint to two Juſtices of the Peace; and 
that it. is in his Power, by appealing from 
their Determination to the Courts of Ve. 
minſter- Hall, to force me to a long Journey 
to London, and an expenſive Suit in the 
Chancery or Exchequer, and Attendances 
there from Term to Term, and the heavy 
Expence of Weſtminſter-Fees, and the 
Charge of bringing Witneſſes out of the 
Country to London, to be examin'd there 
viva doce, or the no lefs Charge of a Com- 
miſſion to examin them in the Country; 
he knows it is an Expence that I cannot go 
thro', and that he may ufe me at Diſcretion, 
and oblige me to take /e/s than the Juſtices 
awarded, to avoid a much greater ä 
| than 


* 
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than I can either bear, or haps to ſee re- 
| paid; K. further, to avoid the Hazard of 
paying Coſts to the Quaker, if the Court 
in Weſtminſter-Hall ſhould be of Opinion 
(tho upon different Evidences, as it may 
happen) that the Sum which the Juſtice a- 
warded, was ſufficient; for we are told, 
that this is the Tenor of the Bill, And it 
adds to my Misfortune, that if I prevail, I 
ſhal! not be intituled to the double Value, as 
we are told the Rectors and Impropriators 
are to be even by this Act. Theſe are the 
Advantages the Quakers have over me, and 
this the hard and difficult State to which I 
and my Brethren the poor Vicars are to be 
reduced, ſo far as our Concern is with the 
Quakers. A Remedy propoſed, which we 
are not capable of taking, and an Advan- 
tage given over us which the Quakers will 
not fail to take! 1 


The Remedy which we have * pv 
in the Conſiſtory Court, is near and ſhort, 
as the Quakers well know. And we ſeg 
no Reaſon why tbey ſhould be favoured, 
and Difficulties put upon xs, by denying us 
the Aid of a Court, in which the Cogni- 
zance of Tythes has been veſted by fa 
many Laws, antient and modern. 


* 
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I happen to have an old Statute-Book by 
me, and in turning it over, I find a Law, 
which goes by the Name of Circumſpecte 
agatis, made in the Reign of King Eqdw. I. 
and one Article in it is this:“ If a Parſon 
ce demand of his Pariſhioners Tythes due 
« and accuſtomed, the Spiritual Fudge 
« ſhall have Power to judge, notwith- 


_ « ſtanding the King's Prohibition. 


In another Statute, 27 H. 8. relating to 
the due Payment of Tythes, the Language 
is, © Taking away Tythes, in Contempt 
« of the Eccleſiaſtical Court — and the Di- 
« rection is, To proceed againſt ſuch, ac- 
« cording to the Ecclefiaſtical Laws of the 
Church of England, — and again, By 
« due Proceſs of the King's Ecclefiaſtical 
Laus of the Church of England. e 


A third Statute, 32 H. 8. c. 7. was made 
for the Recovery of Tythes due to Lay- 
Impropriators; and the Reaſon given for it 
is, Becauſe (as the Law then ſtood) Im- 
propriators could not, by the Order and 
Courſe of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
Realm, ſue for Tythe in any Eccleſiaſtical 
Court, And the Remedy it gives, is, 
That the Impropriator may convene the 
Perſon before the Ordinary, &c, according 


to the Ecclehaſtical Laus. 


/ ; 


By 2 and 3 Edw. VI. the two foregoing 
Statutes are confirmed; and in Caſe Tythes 
be withdrawn, or carried away, the Direc- 
tion which the Statute gives, is, That the 
„ ſame ſhall be recovered before the Eccle- 
* faſtical Fudge, according to the King's 
Eccleſieſtical Laws. — And, That it 
ſhall not be lawful unto the Parſan, Vicar, 
Proprietor, Owner, or other Fermors, or 
Deputies, contrary to this Act, to convent or 

fue ſuch With-holders of Tythes, &c. before 

any other Judge, than Ecclefiafiical.. | 


J muſt not omit what I have heard, that 
in the very Act of ToLERATION, the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Eccleſiaſtical Court in the 
Matter of Tythes, as payable by Quakers 
and other Diſſenters, is expreſly reſerved in 
the following Clauſe: © Provided always, 
© that nothing herein contained, ſhall be 
* conſtrued to exempt any of the Perſons 
c aforeſaid, from paying of Tythes or o- 
ther Parochial Duties, to the Church- 
«« Miniſter, nor from any Proſecution in 
« the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or elſewhere, 
« for the fame. . 


Mine, as I told your Honours, is an old 
Statute-Book ; but I have talked with one 
of my Neighbours, who is able to buy 
Books, and has a good Library; and he 

„5 


an Attachment, out of the Temporal Courts. 


(16). 
aſſures me, that all theſe Statntes are the 
preſent Law of the Land, and have not 
been repealed by any other Statute what- 
ſoever. And it any Thing can have hap- 
pened fince, that has made them more uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, than when they were 
firſt made, it is the Riſe of the People cal- 
led Quakers; and it would ſeem ſtrange to 
us in the Country, if they ſhould be the 
only People in the Kingdom exempted 
from them. | 


If the Objection againſt the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Court ſhould be, that the Judge there 
has no Way to help the Incumbent, and to 
puniſh Diſobedience to the Sentence of the 
Court, but Excommunication, and, in 
conſequence of that, Impriſonment after 
forty Days; the Anſwer is obvious, That 
neither have the Courts of Feftminſter-Hall, 
in their ordinary Method of Proceeding, 
any Way of doing Juſtice to the Complain- 
ant in Caſe of Diſobedience and Contempt, 


beſides an Attachment; and if a Remedy 


by Di/tre/5, to avoid the Impriſonment of 


the Body, be given to one Court, why not 


to another? It * Impriſonment be the Evil 


complain'd of by the Quakers, the Courts 


* Jn their late Book, the Number of Impriſonments they. 
complain of within the Diocele of Lenaon, are fiſteen; and 
it is obſervable that every one of them was in Purſuance of 


of: - 
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Share of the Guilt, than the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court. For, by their own Account, as 
ſumm'd up in the Anſwer to the Country 


Parſons Plea, the Impriſonments for forty 


Years laſt paſt have been but 81 (i. e. about 
two in a Year) in all the Eccleſiaſtical 


Courts of the Kingdom; whereas in the 


Temporal Courts, they own there have been 
in that Time Two hundred and eleven. 


We are inform'd, that by this new Bill, | 
the Warrant for Diſtreſs, purſuant to the 
Determination both of the two Juſtices and 
the Judge of Aſſize, is directed to the Con- 


table of the Place. And I know not any 


Conſtable, who will think it beneath him, 
to receive and execute the like Direction, 


when ſent to him by the Eccleſiaſtical Judge. 


| It was ſaid, ſome time ago, that the Ap- 
peal was to be from the two Juſtices to the 
Judge of Aſſize, and his Determination to 
nal. This, it muſt be confeſs'd, is a 
nearer, a ſhorter, a more impartial, and 


leſs expenſive and hazardous Remedy, than 
either the Quarter-Seſſions or Meęſtminſter- 


Hall; and in thoſe Reſpects it is better ſuit- 
ed to the low Condition and Circumſtances 
of a poor Vicar, Eſpecially, if the Ju- 


4 —_ in the firſt Inſtance, and after that, 
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the Judge of Aſſize, ſhould be e 
and in expreſs Terms obliged by the Act, 
to examin the Quaker, upon his ſolemn 
Affirmation, as to the Kind, Quantity, and 
Palue, of the Tythes he has taken away 
(for this, in the Caſe of Small Tythes, 
which cannot be ſet out, is for the moſt 
Part the only Evidence the Vicar can have,) 
and if they were further obliged, in Caſe of 
the Quaker's Non- appearance or Refuſal to 
anſwer, to adjudge to the Vicar his Demand, 
as juſtified by the Witneſſes he brings; 
with reaſonable Coſts, But the Difficul- 
ties ſtarted upon this Head, have been, 
Whether the Judges of Aſſize, who are li- 
mited to a certain Day for opening their 
Commiſſion in the next County, will have 
Time to hear and determine the Appeals, 
conſiſtently with that Obligation? It hap- 
pens frequently, that the neceſſary Buſineſs 
of the Aſſize fills up the whole Time of one, 
if not both the Judges; and if one Judge 
be indiſpoſed or neceſſarily abſent, the other 
muſt do the Buſineſs, on both Sides. And 
ſome of the Northern Counties, where, as 
J am inform'd, the Quakers abound, ſee 
the Judges of Aſſize but once a Year. 
Theſe Proſpects of Delay will naturally en- 

courage the Quakers to appeal, if for no 
other End but to keep the poor Vicar, as 

long as they can, out of that which they 
„ OT 
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1 knee not 8 PIES <a Difficul- 


ties are confider'd in this new Bill, which 
5 = equally affect Rectors and Vicars. As 


1. Whether, if the Witneſſes live in diffe- 
5 Diſtricts, the ſame Juſtices can compel 
them to a pear? 2. Whether, if a Wit- 
neſs be ach. or in other Reſpects unable to 
travel, they can grant a Commiſſion to ex- 
amin him; as is done in the Courts of] 


ice? 3. Whether the Forfeiture of f 


Pounds laid upon the Witneſs for not = 
pearing, ought not, in Whole or in Part, to 
be paid to the Incumbent, for the Loſs he 
ſuſtains by the Want of ſuch Evidence; 
and what Coercion there ſhall be, if the 


Witneſs is not worth the Sum forfeited 


(viz. 5 l.) which may often be the Caſe? 
4. Whether, if (by reaſon of the defective 
Power of the Juſtice, -as. above, over the 


Parties or Witneſſes, or of the Default of 


Parties or Witneſſes in not appearing. and 
giving Evidence) the Incumbent cannot 
have ſufficient Proof to found an Order up- 
on, he is not left without Remedy; and 
the ſame, if the two Juſtices ſhould differ in 
Opinion, and can make no Order? 5. Whe- 
ther, if the Quaker do not appear, and the 
Clergyman thinks himſelf aggrieved by the 


Juſtices Order, either in the Compenſation 


| for the Tythe, « or in the 2 the De- 


ter m ination 
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termination of the Juſtices is not ſinal, and 
the Incumbent left without Remed X 
6. Whether, as the Bill now ſtands, if the 
Quaker ſhall remove out of the County 
after the Tythes become due, or after the 
firſt Summons is iſſued, but before Judg- 
ment ; the Juſtices, ben whom the Cauſe 
1s begun, have any Power to certify to the 
Juſtices of the other County ; or thoſe Ju- 
ſtices, to levy ? 7. Whether, if the Quaker 
die after the Tythes become due, and be- 
fore Judgment by the Juſtices, the Incum- 
bent has any Remedy againſt the Executor 
or Adminiſtrator, as the Bill now ſtands ? 
8. Whether, during the Vacancy of a Liv- 
ing, any Sequeſtrator can be found, who 
will engage in all theſe Difficulties ; and, as 
the Living may be vacant above fix Months, 
and the Bill provides that the Suit ſhall be 
brought within ſix Months after the Cauſe 
of Action ariſes ; whether the next Incum- 
bent has any Remedy? 9. Whether, as the 
Bill is ſaid to ſtand, it is not in the Power 
of the Quaker to put the Incumbent to the 
Charge and Trouble of procuring Warrants 
and examining Witneſſes, and then to plead 
a Modus, Compoſition, Ge. and remove it 
out of the Hands of the Juſtices ? 10. Whe- 
ther it is not a reaſonable Proviſion that the 

7 and 8 Vill. 3. makes, that if the Party 
no ads of inſiſt upon a Modus, Pre- 
ſeription, 
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ſcription, Gc. he ſhall be obliged to give the 


Party complaining ſufficient Security for 
Coſts and Damages, in Cafe the fame ſhall 
not be allow'd of in the Courts of Weſt- 
minſter-Hall? 11. Whether, in Caſe the 
Quaker do not infiſt upon the Modus, &c. 
in Weſtminſter-Hall, the Cauſe can be ſent 
back to the Juſtices; and whether the 


Courts at Wefiminfter can go on to deter- 
mine the Cauſe, when there has been no 
Adjudication of the Juſtices ? 


As to the new Officer call da Tythingman, 
I have no Concern with him ; but I find, 


my neighbouring Rectors are under a good 
deal of Difficulty about him. They were 
told, that they were to appoint, and the 
Quaker to pay him; but now they hear, 


that they muſt not only appoint, but pay. 
As the Law of the Land now ſtands, the 
Quaker is bound to ſet out the Tythe, or 


| forfeit the treble Value; but it ſeems, by 


the new Bill, he is not bound to ſet it out, 
unleſs he has Notice from the Rector to do 
it; and my Neighbours apprehend, that 
Diſputes may often ariſe concerning the 
Notice, and other Matters relating to it; as, 
Whether it muſt be given to the Qyaker in 


Perſon ? Whether, if the Clergyman does 


not know the true Occupier before the 


Tythe is ſubſtracted, and fo is miſtaken in 


his 
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his N Notice, he is to loſe his Tythe ; ? Whe⸗ 7 
ther, if the 2uaker, upon Notice given, 
ſets out the Tythe by himſelf, or by ſome 
Friend, in an unjuſt and fraudulent Man- 
ner, the Incumbent has any Remedy ? 
What the Caſe will be, according to the 
Method directed by the new Bill, if the 
Quaker lives in one County, and occupies 
Lands in another, which may frequently 
happen on the Borders of Counties; and 
the Juſtices in one County have no Power 
in another? Whether, if the Tythingman 
make any Miſtake in the Execution of his 
Office, he will not be liable to be proſecuted 
by the Quaker; and if fo, who will under- 
| As the Work? What is meant by that n- 
uſual or extraordinary Trouble in Harveſting 
and preparing the Tythes in order to the 
ſetting out; for which, (if it be occaſion'd 
by any wilſul Default in the Quaker) the 
Rector is to have Satisfaction? --- Upon the 
whole, they complain, that this new Me- 
thod which the Bill provides under the No- 
tion of Favour, is like to involve them in 
endleſs Perplexities, and think it exceeding 
hard, that when the Qaker is the Wrong- 
doer, and when they deſire nothing but 
what is their own, the labouring Oar ould 
be taken out of his Hand, and put into 
ht But this by the — The Rec- 


tors 


(t) 


: ib 2 are very able to ſpeak for themſelves, 
8 oe I return to the Caſe of the Poor Vicar. 


1 beg Leave, deres e, to acquaint 
Honours, that beſides ſmall Tythes, 1 1 
fome Addition to my poor Maintenance, 
from Oblations, as Eafter-Offerings and the 
like: And I find in the fame old Statute; 

made in the Reign of King Edw. I. That | 

if a Parſon demand of his Parifhioners 
% Oblations due and accuſtomed; all ſuch, - | 
% Demands are to be made in the Spiritual "of 
* Court”. And the foreſaid Statute (2 & 3 

Edi. 6.) gives the fame Direction about 

theſe; that” it does in the Caſe of Tythes, 

viz. That it ſhall not be lawful to ſue for 

them, before any other Judge than Ecelgſi- 

aftical. Both which Statutes my. Neigh< 

bour tells me, are the Law of England at 

this Day. But in this Articte alſo, I am 

| like to be greatly hurt by the New Bill, 

which, if it paſs into a Law, will entirely. 

deprive me of this eaſy Remedy whenever 

a Ker! 18 concerned. N 


By that fame did Statut af Edu. ot the 
Care of preſerving the Church and Church- 
yard in Repair, 1s declared to be in the Or- 
dinary; and in Conſequence: of that, my 
Neig bour tells me, That according to all 

his Books, - the Rates made for thoſe Pur- 
P poles 
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have ever been under the Direction of 


the Eccleſiaſtical Court; and, to my Know- 
ledge, yearly Preſentments are made to that 


| Nane of People who refuſe to pay them. 


Now, tho' this is not directly my Concern, 


= ſome of my Neighbours, knowing. that 


deſigned to write to your Honours about 


my — Tythes and Gblations, deſired me 


to throw in a Word about Church. Rates. 
For they have been told, that if this Bill 
paſs, 2 Right of the Eccleſiaſtical Court 
to help them in this ſhort and eaſy Way 
againſt the Quakers (who never will pay 
Rates, any more than Tythes, but when 
forced) will be taken away, and that when 
the Church-wardens preſent other Defaul- 


ters, they muſt not henceforth preſume to 


touch any one of that Denomination. 


We are fince informed, that a new Pro- 


yiſion is lately added to the Bill, to em- 


power the juſtices of the Peace to levy. 


Church-Rates due from. Quakers, by Di- 


frireſs, in the ſame Manner as the Poors- 


Rates are levied. N ow, It 1s well known 
that the Church-Rate i is to be confirmed, at 
the Requeſt of the Church-wardens, by the: 


Eccleſiaſtical Court, to which every Perſon. 
has a Right to. apply for Relief, if he think 


himſelf over-rated. Are the Juſtices then 
to levy the Rate ex Mie, as Hxed, by the 


Eccle- 
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C: I ge, or are they 0 | 
es ens whether or no the Rate be 
duly laid? If the former, why might dt 
the Power of ordering Diſtreſs be lodged | in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, to avoid Excam- 
munication and 1 iſonment ? If the lat 


ter, the Rules: of Rates for the Church 


may be very different from thoſe for the 
Poor, and cannot be ſo well underſtood by - 
the Juſtices, as by the Eccleſiaſtical Judge, 25 
whoſe Proper Province they nie. 
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For theſe Reaſons, we intreat your Ho- 
nours to uſe your beſt Endeavours in dur 
Behalf, if any Attempt be made to deprive 
us of a Bend, which we an Prede- 
oeſſors have enj "oy under, the Protection 
of ſo many Laws, between Four and five 
hundred Years. And, in good Truth, 1 
am the more earneſt with you, to endea- 
vour to put a Stop to the preſent Deſign in 
Favour of the QuakgrsMcaule I am much 
afraid, that when you come int | foe 
try, the Freeholders: of my "Pariſh will be 
applying. to Pu, to obtajn,the'®s 8 
emption for them, in ay 
Parliament. And tha; 
ſuch à Law ſhould bg Goa 


the Ruin of me and ain yer 1 | 
not Know what tg fay Sr a Motion of 
| , that the | 
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